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As the interest in the use and acquisition of formulaic language is growing, a number 
of corpora have been exploited to provide information about frequency of use, 
collocation and grammatical integration of formulaic sequences in different contexts. 
Because research into formulaic sequences tends to rely on large corpora to 
generate robust results, it has been particularly difficult to study spoken varieties 
where it can still be difficult to collect corpora that are both varied in terms of context 
and large enough to yield the kinds of results we are generating on the basis of their 
written counterparts.  
 
This presentation discusses a new approach to data collection: that of 
‘crowdsourcing’ of language data in spoken contexts. We asked participants in our 
experiment to tell us the phrases they heard in a recorded lecture. This included a 
ranked phrase list based on the academic word list, as well as a request for 
additional phrases they may have heard that did not appear on this list. Our 
experiment suggests a high level of accuracy in terms of recall. This is used as the 
basis for a discussion of how spoken language data might be crowdsourced in real 
contexts in the future. We also discuss some challenges related to crowdsourcing as 
an approach including defining, operating, supporting and ending a crowdsourcing 
activity; identifying and creating technical means of participation that minimise 
barriers to use; establishing and maintaining participation through appropriate 
incentives; ensuring appropriate privacy and safety for the contributors (e.g. when 
individual contributors might be identifiable and/or locatable); and maximising the 
quality and benefit of the outcome (e.g. example through filtering, rating, cross-
checking or peer or expert moderation). 
 

 

Summary: 
 
This presentation reports on an experiment that uses crowdsourcing as a means to 
identify formulaic sequences in spoken discourse. We discuss the benefits and 
challenges of this approach both in terms of technical aspects of crowdsourcing 
language data, and linguistic accuracy of recall of formulaic sequences in real 
contexts. 
 


