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 ABBREVIATIONS OF COUNTIES AND EPNS COUNTY SURVEYS 

Co  Cornwall 

Ha  Hampshire 

He  Herefordshire 

K  Kent 

La  Lancashire 

Nb  Northumberland 

Sf  Suffolk 

So  Somerset 

Wt   Isle of Wight 

CPNE  Cornish Place-Name Elements. 

EPNE  English Place-Name Elements, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN BdHu  The Place-Names of Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire. 

PN Brk    The Place-Names of Berkshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Bu  The Place-Names of Buckinghamshire. 

PN Ca  The Place-Names of Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely. 

PN Ch  The Place-Names of Cheshire, Parts 1–5. 

PN Cu  The Place-Names of Cumberland, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN D  The Place-Names of Devon, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Db  The Place-Names of Derbyshire, Parts 1, 2 and 3. 

PN Do  The Place-Names of Dorset, Parts 1–4. 

PN Du  The Place-Names of County Durham, Part 1. 

PN Ess  The Place-Names of Essex. 

PN ERY  The Place-Names of the East Riding of Yorkshire and York. 

PN Gl  The Place-Names of Gloucestershire, Parts 1–4. 

PN Hrt  The Place-Names of Hertfordshire. 

PN Le  The Place-Names of Leicestershire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Li  The Place-Names of Lincolnshire, Parts 1–7. 

PN Mx  The Place-Names of Middlesex (apart from the City of London).  

PN Nf  The Place-Names of Norfolk, Parts 1–3. 

PN Nt  The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire. 

PN NRY  The Place-Names of the North Riding of Yorkshire. 

PN Nth  The Place-Names of Northamptonshire. 

PN O  The Place-Names of Oxfordshire, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN R   The Place-Names of Rutland.  

PN Sa  The Place-Names of Shropshire, Parts 1–6. 

PN Sr   The Place-Names of Surrey. 

PN St  The Place-Names of Staffordshire, Part 1. 

PN Sx  The Place-Names of Sussex, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN W  The Place-Names of Wiltshire. 

PN Wa  The Place-Names of Warwickshire. 

PN We  The Place-Names of Westmorland, Parts 1 and 2. 

PN Wo  The Place-Names of Worcestershire. 

PN WRY  The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Parts 1–8. 
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The Place-Name Annesley 

Carole Hough 

Annesley in Nottinghamshire is a place-name of uncertain origin, 
generally taken to represent a compound of an unattested Old English 
personal-name *An with OE leah 'a wood, a clearing, a glade'. This 
derivation was tentatively suggested by Ekwalll  and repeated equally 
cautiously by the editors of the Nottinghamshire volume of the 
English Place-Name Survey.' In more recent years, however, caution 
has been thrown to the winds, and the interpretation 'Woodland 
clearing of a man called *An' is presented as a certainty in the latest 
place-name dictionary.' The purpose of this note is to point out that 
the etymology is by no means secure, and to draw attention to 
alternative possibilities. 

Early spellings of Annesley, as assembled by the editors of The 
Place-Names of Nottinghamshire, are as follows: 

Aneslei 1086, -le(i)a 1166, 1176, 1181, -lega 1175, 1186, 1221-30, 
1232, 1240, -lee, -ley(e) c.1180, c.1250, 1287 

Anisleia c.1190, Anyslegh c.1250 
Anseleia c.1190, Anseleye 1318-25 
Annesleia 1194, c.1200, -leg' 1218, 1275, -lay, -ley(e) 1280-97, 

1300, 1302, 1318-25, 1353, t.Hy 8 
Anelegh 1220 
Ansley 1590, Annesley al. Ansley 1722' 

The second element is undoubtedly OE leak, while the first would 
appear to be a noun or personal-name in the genitive singular, 
comprising or beginning with the letters an. It is far from certain that 
this is an Old English personal-name. Ekwall's suggestion was 
supported by comparison with the place-name Onesacre in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, recorded in Domesday Book as Anesacre and 
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Notes 

1. E. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names, 1st-4th eds. 
(Oxford, 1936-60), s.n. Annesley. 

2. J. E B. Gover, A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire, 
EPNS 17 (Cambridge, 1940), 112. 

3. A. D. Mills, A Dictionary of English Place-Names (Oxford, 1991), 10, s.n. Annesley 
Woodhouse. 

4. Gover et al., The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire, 112. 
5. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names, s.n. Annesley. 

Gover et al., The Place-Names of Nottinghamshire, 112, refer to a place-name 
Onesacre in Staffordshire, but I cannot trace this and suspect it to be an error for the 
Yorkshire Onesacre. 

6. A. H. Smith, The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, 8 vols., EPNS 30-37 
(Cambridge, 1961-63), I, 225-6. 

7. Ekwall, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names, s.n. Annesley. 
8. A. H. Smith, English Place-Name Elements, 2 vols., EPNS 25-26 (Cambridge, 1956), 

I, 9-10, s.v. an. 
9. J. E. B. Gover, A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, The Place-Names of 

Northamptonshire, EPNS 10 (Cambridge, 1933), 44. Another occurrence of the same 
formation may be represented in Onley, Northamptonshire (ibid., 14). 

10. Smith, The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, VI, 151. 
11. M. Gelling, Place-Names in the Landscape (London, 1984), 198. 
12. The loss of a medial syllable is a common occurrence in English place-names. A 

useful discussion in relation to the shortening of Romano-British names is presented 
in M. Gelling, Signposts to the Past: Place-Names and the History of England 2nd 
ed. (Chichester, 1988), 54-5. 

13. Smith, English Place-Name Elements, I, 11-12, s.v. anli(e)pig; I, 12, s.v. anseti; I, 
12, s.v. anstiga. The most recent discussion of OE anstiga is in Gelling, Place-Names 
in the Landscape, 63-4. 

14. A. C. Amos and A. diP. Healey, Dictionary of Old English (Toronto, 1986- ), 
Fascicle A, 1359, s.v. an-sell. 

15. W. de G. Birch, Cartularium Saxonicum, 3 vols. and index (London, 1885-99), III, 
577, No. 1278; P. H. Sawyer, Anglo-Saxon Charters: an Annotated List and 
Bibliography, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 8 (London, 1968), 
No. 1453. 

16. J. E. B. Gover, A. Mawer and F. M. Stenton, The Place-Names of Warwickshire, 
EPNS 13 (Cambridge, 1936), 75-6. 

17. Anslow has not yet been covered by the English Place-Name Survey for Staffordshire, 
of which only one volume has so far appeared, but the etymology is supported by the 
spellings Ansedl[egaj c.1180, Ansedelee 1300 cited by Ekwall, The Concise Oxford 
Dictionary of English Place-Names, s.n. Ansley. It is particularly unfortunate that a 
comprehensive collection of early spellings is unavailable for comparison with those 
for Annesley and Ansley. 

18. Gover et al., The Place-Names of Warwickshire, 75-6. 
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