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t ĞůĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ŽĐŝŽůŽŐǇ�ĂŶĚ�̂ ŽĐŝĂů�WŽůŝĐǇ�ŵĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ͊ ��ůů�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƐĞŶĚ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘ �, ĞƌĞ�ǁ Ğ�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĞĞƌ�Ěŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ��ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ǁ Ğ�Ăůů�
work and study. So if you have anything to say on what you have read, or indeed wish to open up a new
topic please do get in touch. This is your space. Finally a special word of thanks to Conor Byworth for sup-
ƉůǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽŬĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵƫ ŶŐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ĞĚŝƟŽŶ͘

ŶŝĐŬ͘ƐƚĞǀ ĞŶƐŽŶΛ ŶŽƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ͘ ĂĐ͘ƵŬ.
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“How many sociologists does it take to change

a light bulb?”

“One. Unless you need a ladder and then may-

be two people which, according to Simmel,

would be a dyad.”

“…”

“I wonder how come that joke is so prev-

alent and conƟnues to thrive in our society?

What about its basic symbolism do we recog-

nize? Is it the token symbol of technology that we

embrace as society has become more and more divid-

ed by labour?”

“…”

“Or perhaps it is some kind of jab at labour un-

ions? Maybe the origin is from management

versus union workers because unionized work-

ers would be most likely the ones to change a light

ďƵůď�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�Ă�ĐŽŶŇŝĐƚ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀ Ğ͘ ͟

(walking away)

;ĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶͿ�“This wouldn't even

translate into places without the basic technol-

ogy of electricity. Sapir-Whorf! Sapir-Whorf!”

(running)

“Wait! Stop! Why are you running? Don't you

want me to change the light bulb?”

Bad Sociology Jokes

3

How many Marxists does it take to screw in a

lightbulb?

None—the lightbulb contains the seeds of its own

ƌĞǀ ŽůƵƟŽŶ͘

A musicologist says to her sociologist friend,

“We’re not that different you and I.” 

͞ , Žǁ �ƐŽ͍ ͟ �ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝŽůŽŐŝƐƚ�ĂƐŬƐ�ƐĐĞƉƟĐĂůůǇ͘

͞ t Ğ�ďŽƚŚ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ĐǇŵďĂůŝĐ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ͘ ͟

Where do sociologists do their shopping?

Marx and Spencer.

One prisoner turns to another, “Did you hear Jim

did a sociology degree with the Open University

during his last stretch?”

“Is he not doing the thieving anymore then?”

“Nah, now he just understands why he does it.”

‘So what do you do?’

My children have throughout my career quizzed me

about what I do at work, and my stumbling replies

have clearly failed to give them the clear cut re-

sponse they want. How they ask varies, but on be-

coming Head of School in August last year they

asked, ‘What exactly is it that you do, now that you

ĂƌĞ�, ĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�̂ ĐŚŽŽů͍ ͛ ����ǀ ĞƌǇ�ŐŽŽĚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͕ �ƚŽ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�

there are all sorts of possible replies.

KŶĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌĂƉŚƌĂƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽď�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ͕ �Ăƚ�

great length, refers to strategic leadership and man-

agement and being financially accountable for the 

School.

Another is that it’s about ensuring that our students

ƌĞĐĞŝǀ Ğ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ă�ƉŽƐŝƟǀ Ğ�ƐƚƵͲ

dent experience. That doesn’t mean that studying at

E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�ŝƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĞĂƐǇ�Žƌ�͚ĨƵŶ͛ �Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘��

^ƚĂī �ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŚŝŐŚ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�

ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ�ůĞǀ Ğů�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵͲ

mitment and effort.  Nonetheless like all organisa-

ƟŽŶƐ͕ �ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚŽĞƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂŶĚ�

others not so well. It is with in mind that I want to

know from our students what we do well, and less

well and could improve. I’ve had some feedback

ĨƌŽŵ�ŵǇ�͚ �ƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�͙ ͛ �ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�

would like to get in touch with me directly please

email me at:

�ƌƵĐĞ͘^ƚĂī ŽƌĚΛ ŶŽƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ͘ ĂĐ͘ƵŬ

So part of my answer to my kids is that it is an im-

portant part of my job to listen to all our students.

Bruce Stafford is Professor of Public Policy and Head 

of School.

The View from

the Head of

School

They say the difference between psychologists 

and sociologists is that while they were both un-

happy as children, one blamed his parents, the

other blamed everyone else.

How do sociologists introduce their partner?

͞ /͛ Ě�ůŝŬĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŵǇ�ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐĂůůǇ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�

other.”

Bad Sociology Jokes
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In a Former Life

I’m not really sure now how I decided to become a

pharmacist. I was reasonably good at science at

school, and so it was suggested that I might consider

medicine or physiotherapy. I rejected medicine be-

cause 5 years seemed like too long to be in a univer-

ƐŝƚǇ͕�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĨĞĞůƐ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ŝƌŽŶŝĐ�Őŝǀ ĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�/�

ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŶŽǁ �ƐƉĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ͊ �/͛ŵ�ĂůƐŽ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƉŚǇƐŝͲ

otherapy would have rejected me; anyone who has

Ğǀ Ğƌ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŵĞ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌŬ�Ă�ĐĂƌ͕�Žƌ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƚĞ�ŵǇ�

way across a classroom without bumping in to the

ĨƵƌŶŝƚƵƌĞ͕�ǁ ŝůů�ŬŶŽǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƉĂƟĂů�Ăǁ ĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŶĞ�

ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚƐ͘ �̂ Ž�ƉŚĂƌŵĂĐǇ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĐŽŵͲ

ƉůĞƟŶŐ�ŵǇ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�/�ůĞŌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƚĞ͕�Ă�ǁ ŚŝƚĞ�

ĐŽĂƚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�Ă�ďŽĚǇ�ŵĂƐƐ�ŝŶĚĞǆ�ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚŽƌ�;ƚŚĞ�ůĂƩ Ğƌ�ŝƐ�

ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�ĨŽƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ĚƌƵŐ�ĚŽƐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͕ �

ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�/�ĂĚŵŝƚ�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĂůƐŽ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝƚ�ŽŶ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�ŝŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�

of post-indulgence guilt…).

In my pharmacy career I worked in a variety of

ƐĞƫ ŶŐƐ͗ �Ă�ďƵƐǇ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͕�Ă�ƉƐǇĐŚŝĂƚƌŝĐ�ŚŽƐƉŝͲ

tal, a clinic, and a brief sojourn at a High Security

Hospital which cared for those with dangerous and

ƐĞǀ ĞƌĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝƚǇ�ĚŝƐŽƌĚĞƌ͘��ŶǇ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŇĂƩ ĞƌǇ�

at the number of marriage proposals I received in

ƚŚŝƐ�ůĂƐƚ�ƐĞƫ ŶŐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞǁ ŚĂƚ�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�

ŬŶŽǁ ůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƐĞĚ�

for the majority of their adult lives, and had no pro-

spect of leaving in the foreseeable future. The most

ƵŶƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĂďůĞ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƫ ŶŐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ǁ ŽƌŬĞĚ�ŝŶ͕ �

dŚŝƐ�ǁ ĞĞŬ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�

nightmare focus group from the week before, with a

group of young people at risk of being excluded from

school. t ŚŝůƐƚ�ůŝƐƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚĞĚ�ŽďƐĐĞŶŝƟĞƐ�/�

thought through the contextual factors that had led to

Ă�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�Ěŝĸ ĐƵůƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�

any usable data. My advice would be: don’t do an

outdoor focus group if you can help it, as it might rain

;ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŝƚ�ĚŝĚͿ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĞŶĂŐĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ůŝŬĞ�

rain! Also, I think that the swearing was a result of

speaking to the young people altogether, as the social

dynamics of the group became the priority, rather

than the research. This process hammered home the

importance of doing pilot work, as it really does ena-

ďůĞ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ͕ �ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�;ŚŽƉĞĨƵůůǇͿ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚƐ�

in your research.

“… I think that the swearing was a

result of speaking to the young people

all together…”

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĞĞŬ�/�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ�ĂŶ��^Z���d��

event which offered a chance to network over the 

(always popular) free buffet lunch.  /�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ�Ă�

supervision with my supervisor in The School of Edu-

ĐĂƟŽŶ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƌĞ-invigorated my ‘to do’ and ‘to read’

lists.

Then the end of the week saw me grappling with the

ũŽǇƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚ�ƌĞĐƌƵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌͲ

viewing. ^ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ�ĐŽůĚ�ĐĂůůŝŶŐ�

which reminded me of a draining three-month spell I

ƐƉĞŶƚ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĐƌƵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŌĞƌ�/�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŵǇ�

undergraduate degree. >ƵĐŬŝůǇ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�/�ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�

what I was ‘selling’, which made it a lot easier. The

week ended with some good news as I managed to

recruit another school for my study. Such a varied

week is typical during the fieldwork phase of PhD re-

search.

Jodie Pennacchia is 2nd Year PhD student in Social Pol-

icy and EducaƟon.

Diary of a

Post-Grad
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In a Former Life

though, was the high street pharmacy. From day to

day it was impossible to guess who would walk

through the door, and what problems they would

bring with them. In a typical day, I dealt with every-

thing from headlice to athletes’ foot, and many things

inbetween. Since these were the days before phar-

ŵĂĐŝĞƐ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�Ɖƌŝǀ ĂƚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƟŶŐ�ƌŽŽŵ�ĂƐ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ͕ �

ĂŶĚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĐĂƐƵĂůůǇ�

ƐƚƌŝƉƉĞĚ�Žī �ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽƉ�ŇŽŽƌ͕�/�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�Ă�ƌƵůĞ�

that I would not examine adult body parts normally

covered by clothes if they were between the neck

and the knee!

Though this rule generally worked well, some cus-

ƚŽŵĞƌƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ŝŶǀ ĞŶƟǀ Ğ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵͲ

vented it. One morning a middle-aged man walked

into the shop, asked to speak with me, and then took

a small sandwich bag from his pocket and placed it

carefully on the counter. “Have a look at that duck”,

ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƉŽůŝƚĞůǇ͕�ǁ Ăǀ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�͞ /�ƚŚŝŶŬ�

I’ve got crabs”. The bag turned out to contain a large

number of pubic lice that he had carefully removed

that morning, so there wasn’t much to be done ex-

ĐĞƉƚ�ĐŽŶĮ ƌŵ�ŚŝƐ�ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐŝƐ͕ �ƐĞůů�Śŝŵ�ƐŽŵĞ�ůŽƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�

ask him to please – and quickly- put the bag in the bin

outside the shop.

Though I don’t envisage leaving my academic career

for a return to pharmacy, there are some aspects of

the job I miss: the day to day contact with people

from all walks of life, and the fact that I was making a

ǀ ĞƌǇ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�ǁ ĞůůďĞŝŶŐ͘�/�

should make clear, though, that I finally gave up my 

ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϱ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŐŽ͕ �ƐŽ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽ�Į ŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌͲ

self with a strange rash or any other ailment, please

don’t bring it to me!

Alison Pilnick is Professor of Language, Medicine and

Society in the School of Sociology and Social Policy.

As I walked into the room of my first introductory 

ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�>Ăǁ �ĂŶĚ�^ŽĐŝĂů�^ĐŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�

Monday 26th September 2011, my future felt as if it

was a distant concern and my ‘career’ was as clear as

mud. Looking around the room, a sea of unfamiliar

faces looked back at me all apprehensive, uncertain

but excited about what lay ahead and I imagine most

were unsure of exactly what they wanted to do post

degree.

�ŌĞƌ�ƚǁ Ž�ĂŶĚ�ďŝƚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ �ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ�ĚĂƚĞ�ũƵƐƚ�

around the corner, our BA in Sociology awaits. Once I

ůĞĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ͕ �ǁ ŚĂƚ�Ăŵ�/�

going to do? I have spoken to these now familiar faces

ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͛ �ũŽď�ƉƌŽƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚͲ

ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͕�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚƐ�Ă�

masters and perhaps even a PHD. My plans in my

mind cleared towards the end of second year. Whilst

studying for my degree, I have been involved in the

ŶĞǁ Ɛ� ŽƵƚƉƵƚ� ŽĨ� hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ� ZĂĚŝŽ� E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�

E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�dĞůĞǀ ŝƐŝŽŶ�̂ ƚĂƟŽŶ͘ ��, ĞƌĞ͕�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�

produced, reported and presented the news and enor-

mously enjoyed it.

‘What are you going to

do?’

I would like a career in broadcast journalism. The skills

/�ĂƩ ĂŝŶĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŵǇ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶǀ ĂůƵĂďůĞ�ĂƐ�

my interest in journalism grew and can be applied ‘out

there’. These countless skills but also the knowledge

and of course the general further comprehension of

the intricacies of the society in which we currently live

and how it came about are just some of the acquisi-

ƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŵǇ�ƟŵĞ�ŚĞƌĞ͘��/�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŽ�

be on the airwaves soon informing the masses. What

are you going to do?

Samuel Shoesmith is a final year undergraduate stu-

dent in the School of Sociology & Social Policy.

What are you

going to do?
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The width of the trousers tells you the date, as do the

Indian film posters in the window. This photograph, 

and many more like it, are the basis of my current

ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�<ĂƌŶĞƌ͘�dŚĞ�ŝŵĂŐĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�

by Nick Hedges in 1976 on the Alum Rock Road in

East Birmingham. It was part of a series commis-

sioned by the Community Development Project then

at work in the Alum Rock and Saltley areas.

Part of our research into the lived experience of so-

cial change involves using these photographs from

ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϳ ϬƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�, ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�>ŽƩ ĞƌǇ�ĨƵŶĚĞĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�

project called Saltley Stories. Working with a local

voluntary group, Norton Hall Children and Family

Centre, we are using the images to trace the people

and places pictured, and together with local volun-

ƚĞĞƌƐ�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ�ůŝĨĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�

new photographs to build up an oral and visual ar-

chive of Alum Rock and Saltley’s recent history. The

material will be donated to the new Library of Bir-

mingham and will help overcome the underrepresen-

ƚĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŝͲ

grants from Ireland, the Caribbean, and Pakistan who

ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƐĞƩ ůĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƌŵŝŶŐŚĂŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ĨĞǁ �

decades.
&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ �ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͛ Ɛ�

website at: www.saltleystories.org.uk

Dr David Parker is a lecturer in the School of Sociology

& Social Policy

Researching

Lives

Activist

Sociology:

The new fee regime removes direct public funding

from undergraduate degrees in social sciences, arts

ĂŶĚ�ŚƵŵĂŶŝƟĞƐ͘ �/ƚ�ŝƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ůĞǀ Ğů�ƉůĂǇͲ

ing field to allow for-ƉƌŽĮ ƚ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�

'market' (eg Pearson and Apollo Group) with access

ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĐĂƌƌǇŝŶŐ�ůŽĂŶƐ͘ �dŚĞƐĞ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ��ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�

ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ͕ �

Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ĂƐ�ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�Ϯϱй �ŽĨ�ƌĞǀ ĞͲ

ŶƵĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĂĚǀ ĞƌƟƐŝŶŐ͕�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐ�

ĂŶĚ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ�ƐĂůĂƌŝĞƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ĚƌĂǁ Ŷ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĨĞĞƐ͘ �dŚĞ�' Žǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛ Ɛ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�

that they will compete to help keep fees down for

ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕ �ďƵƚ�

it is unlikely that this will occur except by also under-

ŵŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ�ŵĞƚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�

with which they compete.

^ĞŶŝŽƌ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚůǇ�͚ ĞůŝƚĞ͛�ƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�

;ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ��ZƵƐƐĞůů�' ƌŽƵƉͿ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌƚ�ĂƌĞ�

ůŽďďǇŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĞ�ĐĂƉ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ůŝŌĞĚ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�

ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�ĂƐ�͚ ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů͛�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁ ŝƐŚ�ŝƐ�

to charge fees at the same level as currently charged

to overseas students - in other words 'home' stu-

dents will be the same as 'overseas' students. There

ŝƐ͕ �ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ŶŽ�ũƵƐƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĨĞĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�

ůĂƩ Ğƌ͕�ŽŶĐĞ�ƚĂǆƉĂǇĞƌ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƌĞŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�

the level of overseas students indicates what the

‘market’ will bear.

dŚŝƐ�ŵĂƌŬƐ�Ă�ƐŚŝŌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƵďůŝĐůǇ�ĨƵŶĚͲ

ĞĚ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƌŝŐŚƚ�;ZŽďďŝŶƐͿ�ƚŽ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ-public

good, part-private investment in human capital

;�ĞĂƌŝŶŐͿ�ƚŽ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƵƌĞůǇ�Ɖƌŝǀ ĂƚĞ�ŝŶǀ ĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ�

‘This marks a shift from edu-

cation as a publicly funded so-

cial right to education as a

purely private investment in

human capital.’
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in human capital (Browne). We are now in a thor-

oughgoing neo-liberal regime where the public good

and private benefit, including from the financialisa-

ƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ɖƌŝǀ ĂƟƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�, ��ĂƌĞ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ͘�

However, all the evidence is that the new system will

be as costly to taxpayers (in consequence of the likely

defaults on student loans repayment – currently cal-

culated at 40% of loans). However, these will not be

borne by current taxpayers who are protected from

ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĮ ƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ďǇ�

tax cuts, while future taxpayers, which include the

new cohorts of heavily-indebted students , will have

to pay. It is increasingly evident that the current ar-

rangements are not sustainable. But the Government

could go for an even more unfair system - namely,

reduce the income threshold for the repayment of

loans down from £21,000. Student loans are the only

ĨŽƌŵ�ŽĨ�ůŽĂŶ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�

which they are taken out can be changed by Govern-

ment - this can be done even though students were

'sold' the loan on a £21,000 threshold!

KŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ĚĞͲ

ŵŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƚŽƌĂů�ƉŽůŝƟĐƐ�ŽĨ�ǀ ŽƟŶŐ͘�zŽƵŶŐͲ

er people tend not to vote and there are fewer of

ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽůĚĞƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĞĂƐǇ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝŌ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�

ŽŶƚŽ�ǇŽƵŶŐĞƌ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĨŽƌŵ�ŽĨ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶĂů�ŝŶũƵƐͲ

ƟĐĞ͘�&Žƌ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ůĞĂǀ ŝŶŐ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝǀ ĞƌͲ

sity £21,000 seems like a high income and 9p in the £

ƌĞƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ�ƌĂƚĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽŽ�ďĂĚ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀ ĞŶΖƚ�ŶŽƟĐĞĚ�

that the Government that has introduced it, reduced

the tax rate on people earning over £150,000 by 5p

ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ά�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚŽŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŝƐŝŶĐĞŶƟǀ Ğ͊

What is needed is to connect these changes to wider

issues of social inequality. The UK is now in the top

ten most unequal countries in the world, with 27% of

children living in poverty. Inequality has widened

ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϭϵϴϬ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽǁ �ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽͲ

ĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĞƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌŽůĞ�

in a global knowledge economy run on neo-liberal

policies. The country is being run for the benefit of 

the top 10% and Government no longer act on the

basis of an inclusive public interest in securing the

well-ďĞŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ͕ �ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚ͕ �ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽƵƌ�

elites now live offshore (see issue 3 of Discover Soci-

ety!)

Dr John Holmwood is a Professor of Sociology in the

School of Sociology & Social Policy.

John is co-founder of the Campaign for the

Public University ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ƐŚŽƌƚůǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďͲ

ůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŽǁ ŶĞ�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĨĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�

ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘ �^ŝŶĐĞ�

then he has spoken at a variety of events, in-

ĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶƐ͕ ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�hŶĐƵƚ͕ �

ƚƌĂĚĞƐ� ƵŶŝŽŶ� ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƵďůŝĐ� ƉŽůŝĐǇ�

Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ͘ �, Ğ�ŚĂƐ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ŵĂŶǇ�ďůŽŐƐ�ŽŶ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�

ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ǀ ĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ǀ ĞŶƵĞƐ͕ �ŝŶĐůƵĚͲ

ing Open Democracy, Research Blogs and Uni-

ǀ ĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ��ƌŝƐŝƐ. He organised the �ůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀ Ğ�

White Paper: In Defence of Public Higher Edu-

ĐĂƟŽŶ and is editor of A Manifesto for the

Public University. More recently, he has

ƚƵƌŶĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĂƩ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉƵďůŝĐŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŝĚĞƌ�

ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ǀ ĂůƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͕ �ďǇ�

helping to establish a new, free online maga-

zine of public sociology, Discover Society.

The impact of the new marketised

regime of higher education
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Why I Became

The sociology I am most interested in is all about

ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�͞ ŚŽǁ ͟ �ĂŶĚ�͞ ǁ ŚǇ͟ ͘ �E Ğǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵͲ

ƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ͗ �/�Į ŶĚ�ŚŽǁ -ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�

ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ŚĞƌĞ�– how I or anybody else became an

academic strikes me as far more relevant to inter-

ǀ ŝĞǁ �ƉĂŶĞůƐ͕ �Žƌ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ďƌŽǁ ƐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ǁ ĞďͲ

sites, than to the likely readership of this piece. Put

differently, this is not the right place for yet another 

CV. Why-ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕ �ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŚĂŶĚ͕ �ǁ ŽƌŬ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�

well in the present context, too. Why (or perhaps

“why on earth”, but only on a bad day), did I or any

of my colleagues become what we are, in profession-

al terms? Why an academic? And, more importantly

ƐƟůů͕�ǁ ŚǇ�Ă�ƐŽĐŝŽůŽŐŝƐƚ͍

It would indeed be a strange profession that preach-

ĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ŝƌƚƵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŇĞǆŝǀ ŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ďƵƚ�

fails to engage in “it” (i.e. reflexivity) itself. It is there-

fore hardly surprising that most, probably all of us

are chronically reflexive about what we do, and why. 

�ƐŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĐƌƵĐŝĂů͕�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĚĂǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�

the bad, and the answers we give ourselves there-

ĨŽƌĞ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�Ă�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞ�ŚĂďŝƚ�ŽĨ�ĂĚũƵƐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�ƚŽ�

ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�;ŝ͘Ğ͘�ĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĞĞŬ͕�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�ĂĐĂͲ

demic calendar, stage in the life-cycle etc.). But some

of those answers have endured for me. Some of

them are probably generic to an academic career,

ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐŽĐŝŽůŽŐŝƐƚ͘ �

Let me summarise those answers I have found most

persuasive and most enduring, whilst stressing that

this is not a “party programme”, merely one guy’s

ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶƐ͗

1. The joy of self-defined work: how many of us get 

to set our own agenda? Yes, I presume everyone

knows what they’re truly interested in, which

ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĂŶƐǁ Ğƌ͕�Žƌ�Ăƚ�

least an approximate answer for. But how many

people actually get to act on this, to work on

ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�

ůŝǀ ĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀ ĞƌŝŶŐ�ũƵƐƚ�ŚŽǁ �ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƋƵĞƐͲ

ƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ �ĞůƵƐŝǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶƐǁ ĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ͙ ͍ �

As academics we’re in the incredibly fortunate

ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ĚĞĮ ŶĞ� ĂŶĚ� ĂĐƚ�

on our ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘ �/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĐŽŶǀ ŝŶĐͲ

ŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵƌ� ĚŝƐƐĞƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ͕ � ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�

should give it your all, re-read this paragraph!

�ƐŬŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�Žǁ Ŷ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�

living an at least partly self-defined life…. I can’t 

ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŽĨ�;ŵĂŶǇͿ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞǁ ĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�

in.

2. This follows from 1: the more of ourselves, of our

own, more or less “un-alienated” labour we put

ŝŶƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞ�ŵĂƩ ĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�

us. Every person on these corridors, staff and stu-

dents alike, knows the thrill of having our work

ĂĐŬŶŽǁ ůĞĚŐĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀ ĞůǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂŝŶ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐĂƉͲ

pointment when things don’t work out. We’ve all

been there, in both places, on many more than

one occasion. We can’t get the good without the

bad, in all likelihood, the disappointment is se-

ǀ ĞƌĞ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ŝƚ�ƐƚƌŝŬĞƐ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆŚŝůĂƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�

unrivalled when it comes our way. Put different-

ly, and with pathos, doing the work we do is cer-

tainly one way of feeling truly alive…

3. He had to make an appearance – C. Wright Mills,

that is; of course his is as enduring an answer as

a sociologist can give: being able to see the big-
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ŐĞƌ�ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�

histories. Whenever anybody queries our disci-

pline, and we all know that this happens all-too-

ŽŌĞŶ͕ �Ă�ƋƵŝĐŬ�ƌĞŵŝŶĚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌŽƐƐ-reference to C.

Wright Mills is all that is required. Is there any-

ƚŚŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĂŶǇ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮ Đ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞ�

could set out to do than to “understand private

troubles as public issues”? And could anything be

more topical in the early 21st century than that?

4. This follows from 4: over the years, partly as a

result of my work with David Parker, I have

found myself increasingly drawn to seemingly

ordinary stories, biographies that most of the

ƟŵĞ�ĂƌĞ�͞ ũƵƐƚ͟ �ůŝǀ ĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƚŽůĚ͘ ��ŶĚ�Ă�

ƉƌŽĨŽƵŶĚ�ƐĂĚŶĞƐƐ�ƐĞƚƐ�ŝŶ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�

this for too long: most stories just never get told,

let alone recorded, let alone passed on or taken

ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐůǇ͘�;�ŶĚ�ŶŽ͕ �ƚŽ�ĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�Ă�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ŽďũĞĐͲ

ƟŽŶ͕ /�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ĚŽŶ͛ ƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ƌĞǀ ŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�

changed this or will change this!) For us, as soci-

ologists, this translates into a discipline-

sustaining “mix”: the privilege and responsibil-

ity of recording purportedly “ordinary” stories.

And before we know it, no story turns out to be

ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚŝǀ ŝĚƵĂůƐ�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŶŐ�ĂůůĞŐĞĚůǇ�

anonymous “crowds” regain their humanity. As

far as disciplinary self-ũƵƐƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ŐŽ͕ �/�ĚŽŶ͛ ƚ�

think it gets much more compelling than this.

5. And then there is an intriguing follow-on to 4: are

we, then, “merely” recorders, collectors, preserv-

ers of other people’s biographies, of their experi-

ences, their suffering, and their joys? No, of 

course we’re more than that. Those stories are

ĐƌƵĐŝĂů�ƚŽ�ƵƐ͕ �ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂƩ Ğƌ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ĂƐ�ĨĞůůŽǁ �ŚƵŵĂŶƐ͕ �

and as sociologists. Those accounts and experi-

ences aren’t all sociologists work with, but they

are a key part of the materials we collate and

work our way through. Does the world need us

to do more than merely record, you may ask. Les

�ĂĐŬ�ŚĂƐ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĞůĞŐĂŶƚͲ

ly: he invites us to think if people really are the

͞ ĞǆƉĞƌƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Žǁ Ŷ�ůŝǀ ĞƐ͟ �ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ͕ �ĂůƐŽ�

ďǇ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐŽĐŝŽůŽŐŝƐƚƐ͕ �ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͍ �dŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�

is indeed enormous, it invites different answers, 

but certainly no unifying consensus. If everyone

ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƉĞƌƚ͕ �ƚŚĞŶ�ŝƚ�ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�ƐƟůů�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�

ask them, to take them seriously, to give them a

ƉůĂĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�͞ ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͟ ͘ �

This is partly what we do (but only partly). And

otherwise, if we take it – as I do – that there are

ůŝŵŝƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�͞ Ğǀ ĞƌǇĚĂǇ�ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͟ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�

part of our task is to do considerably more than

merely record, then sociology becomes even

ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘ �dŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞͲ

volve around what we do with those stories, how

we collect them, how we make sense of them,

how we relate them to their wider contexts etc.

/Ŷ�ƐŚŽƌƚ͕ �Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐŝĐĂů͕�ƚŚĞŽƌĞƟĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�

ĂŶĂůǇƟĐĂů�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ƐŽĐŝŽůŽŐǇ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚƐ�

then begin to slot into place, as keys to under-

standing human life.
So really, why on earth would I want to do anything

else?

�ƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�<ĂƌŶĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�

School of Sociology & Social Policy.

Certainly not “why on earth…?”

Instead: “why would I want to do anything else?”

An Academic
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KŶĞ�ƚŽƉŝĐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ�ŝƐ�ũƵƐƚ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ĚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�

get their ideas from? The obvious answer to this is

through reading the work of other sociologists. This is

ƚƌƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ͕ �ďƵƚ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͘ �D ƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ŵŽƟǀ ĂƟŽŶ�

to write and think originally came from music. This is

probably why I ended up as a sociologist of culture.

Growing up in the 1970s my mother regularly

brought vinyl into the house and my sister and I

grew up to the sound of Abba and the Carpenters.

However for me one of the defining moments was 

the arrival of Punk in the late 1970s. It was not only

ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟǀ Ğ�ƌĞĂĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŝŶƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ŵĞĚŝĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�

caught my eye but the sheer enthusiasm it seemed

to generate amongst me and my peers. For many of

ƵƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƵŐůǇ�ŵƵƐŝĐ�ĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ͕ �

gave us a voice and literally threatened to change the

world. The idea that the performers were not that

different from us and that anyone could make a rec-

Inspiration

ŽƌĚ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��/z�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞƐ͘ �D ŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

punk gigs I went to took place in and around Derby

ĂŶĚ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĐŝƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ĐĂŵĞ�

ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

music was moving away from the large record com-

panies.

You can see the same sense of autonomy today be-

ŝŶŐ�ĞǆĞƌĐŝƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Žǁ Ŷ�ďůŽŐ�ƐŝƚĞƐ�

Žƌ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĐƌŝƟĐŝǌĞ�

corporate or state power. Later when I went to uni-

ǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ŵǇ�ƚǁ ĞŶƟĞƐ�/�ĚŝƐĐŽǀ ĞƌĞĚ�Ă�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ŝŶ�

the black American jazz music of the 1960s. This mu-

sic was first introduced to me by Professor Colin 

Richmond a medieval historian at the University of

<ĞĞůĞ͘�/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�

ƌĞĂĚ��ĚŽƌŶŽ͛ Ɛ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝŽůŽŐǇ�ŽĨ�ŵƵƐŝĐ�

ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŝŶ�ƚƵƌŶ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ��ƌŝƟĐĂů�dŚĞŽƌǇ͘�/�Ăŵ�

ƐƟůů�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵƌĞ�/�ĞŶƟƌĞůǇ�ĂŐƌĞĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ��ĚŽƌŶŽ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŚŝƐ�
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ǁ ŽƌŬ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶŬ�ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐƐ͕ �ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�

and society that helped my thinking. The scream of

�ŽůƚƌĂŶĞ͛Ɛ�ƐĂǆŽƉŚŽŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�:ŽŚŶŶǇ�ZŽƩ ĞŶ͛ Ɛ�ǇĞůů�ǁ ĞƌĞ�

Ăůů�ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐƌŝƟĐŝƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŵŝŶĂŶƚ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ďƵƚ�ƚŽ�

ĚŽ�ƐŽ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƐŽƵŶĚ͘ �D ƵƐŝĐ�ƚŽĚĂǇ�ƐƟůů�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�

ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͘�/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ��Ăǀ ŝĚ��Žǁ ŝĞ�

ĂŶĚ�ĂŶ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽďĂů�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ũĂǌǌ�ŵƵƐŝĐ͘�

Popular music is permanently caught between the

ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�

ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶͲ

trol it.

This was all going through my mind when over the

holidays I went with one of my daughters to see Un-

ŝŽŶ�:�Ăƚ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ͛ Ɛ�dŚĞĂƚƌĞ�ZŽǇĂů͘�D ĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝƐͲ

ƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵƵƐŝĐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�Ă�ǁ ŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůůǇ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ Ğ�ƉƵƌƐƵŝƚ͕ �

but equally it can be a cynical game about commodi-

Į ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĮ ƚ ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ�Ğǀ ŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂƐ�

there was no shortage of merchandising opportuni-

ƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�͚ƚŚĞ�ďŽǇƐ͛ �ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂŶĚ�ŬĞƉƚ�ƚĞůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƚŚƵͲ

ƐŝĂƐƟĐ�ĐƌŽǁ Ě�ŚŽǁ �ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ůŽǀ ĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ �, Žǁ Ğǀ Ğƌ�

there were also examples of more popular forms of

ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ŝƚǇ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŶƐ�ŚĂĚ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�

home made banners, and the girl next to me threw

ǁ ŚĂƚ�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ůŽǀ Ğ�ůĞƩ ĞƌƐ�ŽŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂŐĞ͘ �̂ Ž�ĚŝĚ�

the evening inspire me? No I am afraid not. However

I did note that almost everyone else looked as if they

had had a great evening.

Dr Nick Stevenson is a Reader in the School of Sociolo-

gy & Social Policy

When David Parker gave us our first lecture of our 

ƚŚŝƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�Į ŶĂů�ǇĞĂƌ͕�ŬŝŶĚůǇ�ƉŽŝŶƟŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�

ĚĂǇ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂĚ�ϮϯϮ�ĚĂǇƐ�ƵŶƟů�ŽƵƌ�ĚŝƐƐĞƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ͕�/�

couldn’t help but think what the future held for my

final year. 

I had just finished a summer full of internships and 

was ready to knock out my final year, but the nerves I 

felt in first year returned again. However, as days 

turned into weeks and the weeks into months, I

ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�ƐĞƩ ůŝŶŐ�ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�Žǀ Ğƌ�ĂŐĂŝŶ͊

I make a point of seeing the staff on a regular basis in 

ƌĞŐĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƐĂǇ�ĂĚǀ ŝĐĞ�Žƌ�ĚŝƐƐĞƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘ �

(first and second years, take note!) There are no

words to describe how the staff has helped me dur-

ŝŶŐ�ŵǇ�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ͘ �&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�Ă�

course friend had died and I found it difficult to ac-

cept. Sue Parker’s kindness and open door was a

ŵĂƐƐŝǀ Ğ�ŚĞůƉ�ĂŶĚ�/�Ăŵ�ƐƟůů�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘

I do not have enough words to describe what being a

final year student is like, but as cliché as it sounds, it 

is a rollercoaster. Just remember to have fun and not

ǁ ŽƌŬ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�;ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ƚĞůůƐ�

you!)

Lauren Feldman is a final year undergraduate student 

in the School of Sociology & Social Policy.

Being a Third

Year
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Message from the President

As well as being a third year student facing the loom-

ŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ϭϮϬϬϬ-word masterpiece

ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŝƐƐĞƌƚĂƟŽŶ�/�Ăŵ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�

ŽĨ�̂ ŽĐ̂ ŽĐ͕�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůůǇ�ůŝŬĞ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ŵŝŶŝ-

business! One of the great things about student -run

ƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐ͕ �ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ĚĂƵŶƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐŽŵĞ͕�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�

to do whatever you please for the society, yet the

more you put into it the more you get out of it. Per-

sonally, I am someone who likes to fully immerse

themselves in projects. This year I have been faced

with the challenging prospect to get SocSoc viewed

as a highly credible society, to fundamentally ‘put us

back on the map’ as it has previously appeared to

ŵĂŶǇ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐƌƵŵďůŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŝůƟŶŐ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘��

My goal has been to enhance all aspects of the lives

of sociology students. For example, how to improve-

ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕ �ƐŚŽǁ ĐĂƐŝŶŐ�

ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕ �ƉƵƫ ŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƐŽĐŝĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝͲ

ƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƐƉŽƌƚƐ�ƚĞĂŵƐ͘ �' ĞŵŵĂ��ŽƵůƚ�ĂŶĚ�̂ ŽƉŚŝĞ�

Coleman have done a superb job in organising a vari-

ety of socials including our UV rave at The Forum, our

annual boat cruise (which is always a huge success

and a great, albeit messy, night) and our staff and 

student Christmas party where we were hugely

blessed in witnessing the dance moves by some of

the staff which were definitely on par, if not above, 

with the late great Michael Jackson (how true...ed).

^ƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�

ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�

ZĞďĞĐĐĂ�̂ ŝŵŬŝŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĞƚďĂůů�ĂŶĚ�ďĂƐͲ

ŬĞƚďĂůů�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�

week. She has also received sponsorship for these

teams, has organised socials and has had the teams

ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�/D ^�ůĞĂŐƵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�

years both teams are doing well.

What I have really loved about being involved with

^ŽĐ̂ ŽĐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�

given and the chance to make a real difference. A  

Some of you will know about my obsession with

‘adventure’ from lectures. I’m interested in how ad-

ventures are had; in the telling differences between 

peoples’ ideas about adventurous experiences, and

the lengths they will go to have them. My research on

adventure tourism leads me to think about where

these fantasies and desires are lived out, and how

tourists’ quests for adventure affect local people, 

lansdscapes, environments and so on.

I think, like many academics, my research interests

stem partly from personal, biographical experiences.

As a teenager I was lucky enough to have been taken

ƌŽĐŬ�ĐůŝŵďŝŶŐ�Ă�ĨĞǁ �ƟŵĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŵǇ�ƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƌŽĐŬƐ�

and mountains developed quickly. I badgered and

bribed older climbers to teach me how to lead climb

and slowly gathered enough equipment cast-offs to 

get me going.

Climbing takes me to some amazing places around the

ǁ ŽƌůĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ůĂƐƟŶŐ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚͲ

ships. I’ve been fortunate enough to climb all over

Europe, and further afield in Thailand, Morocco, USA, 

�ƌŐĞŶƟŶĂ͕ �:ŽƌĚĂŶ͕ �D ĞǆŝĐŽ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�, ŝŵĂůĂǇĂƐ͘

My favourite places to climb, however, are closer to

home. The gritstone edges of the Peak District on sun-

ŶǇ�Ğǀ ĞŶŝŶŐƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĂ-cliffs of North 

Wales and Pembrokeshire are where my real adven-

tures happen.

�ƌ��ƐƚŚĞƌ��ŽƩ �ŝƐ�Ă�ůĞĐƚƵƌĞƌ�ŝŶ�̂ ŽĐŝŽůŽŐǇ͘

Esther’s

Adventures
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Message from the President

couple of examples are the help SocSoc have given to

the campaign on living wage and fundraising for the

Teenage Cancer Trust.

This isn’t to say that there hasn’t been a fair share of

Ěŝĸ ĐƵůƟĞƐ�ƚŽŽ͘ �dŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƟŶŐ�

^ŽĐ̂ ŽĐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǁ ŚŽůĞ͘�>ŝŬĞ�Ăůů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�

naturally going to be differing groups formed within 

it. Breaking down these barriers is tough and is what I

ŚŽƉĞ�̂ ŽĐ̂ ŽĐ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ͕ �ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ƚƌƵůǇ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�

way to constantly meet people, you’ll be surprised by

how many people are actually on your course. Even

ďǇ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐůǇ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ŶĞǁ �ĨĂĐͲ

es.

The main goal and challenge of SocSoc is to constant-

ly reinvent itself. The demand to keep ideas fresh is

endless to maintain the interests of its members.

Emma Buswell is an undergraduate student and Presi-

dent of SocSoc.

“Perhaps I have lived too long. But surely everyone should

ƐĞĞ�ŶŽǁ �ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů�͚ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ͛ �ƐŽ�ďĞůŽǀ ĞĚ�ďǇ�ŵĂŶͲ

agement and government, are never sufficient and some-

ƟŵĞƐ�ĚŽǁ ŶƌŝŐŚƚ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌŽƵƐ�ŝŶ�͚ ŽƵƌ�ŬŝŶĚ͛ �ŽĨ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͘ ͟ �At a

ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ŝƐ�ĨĂĐŝŶŐ�

such uncertainty never has a truer word been spoken.

Olive Stevenson died aged 82 on 30th September 2013. A

ŵĞŵŽƌŝĂů�ůĞĐƚƵƌĞ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ�ŚĞƌ�ůŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŽƌͲ

ŐĂŶŝƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�̂ ŽĐŝĂů�

Work and held here on 12th February. Olive became Pro-

ĨĞƐƐŽƌ�ŽĨ�̂ ŽĐŝĂů�t ŽƌŬ�Ăƚ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϴϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�

Žĸ ĐŝĂůůǇ�ƌĞƟƌĞĚ�ϭϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƐŚĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƟƌĞͲ

ůĞƐƐůǇ�ƵŶƟů�ϮϬϭϬ͘�dŚĞ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂƩĞŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶͲ

ers, academics, current and former students some of

ǁ ŚŽŵ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ďǇ�Kůŝǀ Ğ�ŚĞƌĞ�Ăƚ�E Žƫ ŶŐŚĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�

elsewhere.

Kůŝǀ Ğ͛Ɛ�ƌĞŵĂƌŬĂďůĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ǁ ŽƌŬ�

ĐĂƌĞĞƌ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϰϬƐ͕ �ŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌĂĐƟͲ

ƟŽŶĞƌ͕�ƐĐŚŽůĂƌ͕�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌ͕�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�

ďĞĞŶ�ŝŵŵĞŶƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞƌ�ŝĚĞĂƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŚŝůŽƐŽƉŚŝĞƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�

ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƉŝŶ�ĐŽƌĞ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘�

The event was chaired by Professor Harry Ferguson and

included speeches by Marian Charles, Deborah Kitson and

Phylidda Parsloe, all three close friends and colleagues of

Olive for many years. The memorial lecture was given by

Professor June Thoburn of University of East Anglia who

was a student of Olive’s at Oxford. Her lecture, as Harry

&ĞƌŐƵƐŽŶ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĞĚ͕ �ĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞĚ�ƐŽ�ǁ Ğůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽƵů�ŽĨ�

ƐŽĐŝĂů�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�Kůŝǀ Ğ͛Ɛ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�ŚĂĚ�ŽŶ�ĐƵůƟͲ

ǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶƵƌƚƵƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ŚƵŵĂŶĞ͕�ƐŬŝůůĞĚ͕ �ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ďĂƐĞĚ�

approach to social work. Olive worked in social work for

Žǀ Ğƌ�ϲϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ �ŚĞƌ�ŵĞŵŽŝƌƐ�;ϮϬϭϯ ͕ �ZĞŇĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�Ă�>ŝĨĞ�ŝŶ�

Social Work: A Personal & Professional Memoir. Hinton

House Publishers) were published shortly before her

death; I would urge all social work students to read them.

Kůŝǀ Ğ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚƌƵůǇ�ŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ůŽŶŐ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĞƌ�ůĞŐĂĐǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶͲ

ue.

Rachel Clawson is a Lecturer in Social Work.

Olive Stevenson

Memorial Lecture

“Perhaps I have lived too long. But

surely everyone should see now that the

structural ‘solutions’ so beloved by

management and government, are never

sufficient and sometimes downright

dangerous in ‘our kind’ of work”

(Olive Stevenson, 1999).


	Soc Newsletter FINAL Cover
	Soc Newsletter FINAL

