The on-line searchable database-user's basic guide

All of this new information is now available on-line via a searchable database. The database was purposely designed by Dr Richard Tyler-Jones from the Faculty of Information Services, University of Nottingham. 

You can search the database without specifying any search conditions, using a single field for a search condition, or using a combination of fields. If you do not use any field to specify a search condition then all vessels will be returned in the result. The more fields you use to specify search conditions the narrower and more refined your search will be.

Many of the vessels have photographs of rubbings of the decoration or signature. The images are always shown when you view the detailed information of a vessel. On the search form you can select whether you also want images to be shown on the search results page. If you specify that images should be shown on the results page then the response may be slowed if the result of the search is large.

Identifying a stamp

Using a reading

You can search the database for the stamps readings by entering into the Readings field some text for the reading you want examples of. You may enter either the text for a complete reading such as “ofsever” or a partial text using asterisks as a mask. If entering a partial text with asterisks there are three options available; you can place an asterisk at the beginning, at the end, or at both the beginning and end of your required reading. Examples of the three options for searches for partial readings are:

· AL*     - will find readings which start with AL

· *FEC  - will find readings which end with FEC

· *IAR*  - will find readings with IAR anywhere within the reading 

And get a selection of possible matches.

Using the potter’s name

You will also be able to search the database using the potter name from a scroll down menu. The potters’ names are the ones used in the Leeds Index. Please note that for convenience all of the entries -plain and decorated for the Central Gaulish potter defined as Paternus II by Stanfield and Simpson (1990, 235-239) are listed here under Paternus v, the name assigned to him in the Leeds Index. 

 Identifying a samian fabric

Thanks to Dr Faber, you will be able to compare your fresh break of samian fabrics to all the samples examined and photographed during this project. Thumbnail images of the colour photographs of the fabrics taken using a stereomicroscope at x20 magnification are available for viewing online by following this link. http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~aczsamia/database/display_fabric_images.php. We envisage that this display may be useful for comparing fabrics with sherds of unknown origin. They are currently ordered by production centre. You can enlarge the photo by clicking on it and retrieve details of the sherd by clicking on the sample number.

Other types of searches

The database will also allow a range of other search criteria. These include searches individually or in combination for a refined search by:

• Form - you will find a drop down menu listing most known samian forms and their accepted typological short-hand (e.g. Dr18, Wa79, etc). 

• Vessel type-this field is more general than form and allows you to search for broad categories such as bowls, dishes, inkwells, etc

• Production site - the different production centres represented in the collection are listed in a drop down menu

• Site of excavation

• Publication - some sections of the collection have been published in the past and you might be interested in searching for these pieces.

• Decoration-You can search the database for a particular type of decoration (rouletted, barbotine, spout, moulded) or for a particular potter who produced mould-decorated vessels. 

For each mould-decorated vessel, information about the decoration is available alongside a scanned image, quantification and published references if available.
