Busuyok OI (1977)

[ Syrphids (Diptera, Syrphidae) - aphidophages in winter wheat fields in Moldova ]

pp. 17-20 in “Predators and parasites of agricultural pests”.  Stiinca, Kishinev

[...]

On this type of field, only one generation of syrphids occurs.  For the larvae it is difficult to move from one plant to another, and therefore normal development takes place only in abundant colonies (on one plant).  In small colonies larvae typically die.  When larvae try to move to another plant to find food, typically they often become prey for the Formica pratensis ants which tend aphid colonies.  After [completion of] development,  pupation occurs on the plant (Sphaerophoria scripta, Episyrphus balteatus, Syrphus vitripennis), or in the ground (Scaeva pyrastri, Metasyrphus corollae, etc).

