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Introduction

[...]

Methods

[ Caught females, waited until eggs laid. Ordinary light microscope used ]

Fig 1:  Types of eggs (mag 32 x)   a) ribbed b) smooth c) tuberculate d) with projections

Fig 2:  Central part of the chorion of dorsal (d) or ventral (v) surface (mag 200 x) with egg shape.

Fig 3:  (same)

Key to syrphid eggs

1 (4)  
Egg ribbed (Fig 1a); chorion like a grid, units partially overlapping

1 (3)
Chorion with a pronounced grid (Fig 2a); eggs typically white, with 7 ribs, 0.873 mm .......................................................................................................................Pipizella varipes
3 (2)
Chorion grid not pronounced; white, with 9 ribs, 0.95 mm ......................... Pipiza noctiluca
4 (1)
Egg without ribs;  chorion of other types

5 (8)
Surface relatively smooth (Fig 1b);  chorion consisting of long units without obvious side branches; all branches very short; often laid in batches.

6 (7)
Dorsal units of chorion like rectangles (Fig 2b); eggs white, 0.835 mm. Platycheirus ambiguus
7 (6)
Dorsal units oval shaped (Fig 2c); eggs light grey, 0.924 mm ................. Platycheirus scutatus
8 (5)
Surface with tubercles or projections; units of chorion often raised above the surface, or have some tubercles in the middle.

9 (32)
Eggs tuberculate (Fig 1c); white, during development becoming light grey; dorsal units typically dendritic with long branches; of granular type.

10 (13)
Egg shape oval, narrower at the anterior end. Dorsal chorion units dendritic.

11 (12)
Ventral units like Fig 2d; egg white or light grey, 1.029 mm ................. Episyrphus balteatus
12 (11)
Ventral units like Fig 2e; egg white, 0.92 mm ....................................... Meliscaeva auricollis
13 (10)
Egg narrows strongly anteriorly

14 (29)
Dorsal and ventral chorion units quite different; dorsal units typically dendritic (Fig 2 f, g, h)

15 (18)
Ventral units not pronounced; chorion granular, granules distributed evenly over surface.

16 (17)
Dorsal units grouped from granules, in a short strip with narrow unconnected branches (see Fig 2 i); eggs white, sometimes very light brown, 0.92 mm .................... Xanthandrus comtus
17 (16)
Dorsal units are grouped in a single long strips, with simple, rarely connected side branches  (Fig 2 j); egg elongate oval, white, 0.98 mm ....................................... Melangyna triangulifer
18 (15)
Ventral units pronounced and distant from each other.

19 (26)
Long side branches of dorsal units often connected (Fig 2 i)

20 (23)
Chorion at ventral side formed from units with no smooth edges (Fig 3 g)

21 (22)
Structural units from ventral side with large projections (Fig 2 L[error for 3 g), 0.963 mm. 


................................................................................................................... Metasyrphus luniger
22 (21)
Structural units of ventral side with arrow-like pointed side projections (Fig 3a), 1.119 mm. 


........................................................................................................................... Scaeva pyrastri
23 (20)
Chorion on ventral side formed by units with smooth wavy edges.

24 (25)
Ventral units consist of a group of dots [?] (Fig 3b), and smooth edges, 0.875 mm .........


................................................................................................................ Metasyrphus corollae
25 (24)
Ventral units like granules collected in groups, near to each other (Fig 3c), 1.275 mm .......


........................................................................................................................ Scaeva selenitica
16 (19)
Side branches of dorsal structural units rarely connected (Fig 3d )

27 (28)
Dorsal structural units short, twice as long as wide, with pointed side branches; ventral units clearly separated, and again with pointed side branches (Fig 3e), 0.897 mm .......................


........................................................................................................ Sphaerophoria menthastri
28 (27)
Dorsal units long, 5 x as long as wide (Fig 3 f); ventral units not very pronounced, like Fig 3g, 0.933 mm. ........................................................................................ Metasyrphus latifasciatus
29 (14)
Chorion of dorsal and ventral surfaces practically the same.

30 (31)
Structural units with straight pointed branches (Fig 3 h);  egg white, 1.462 mm ....................


................................................................................................................. Meliscaeva cinctellus
31 (30)
Dorsal structural units without side branches, like rectangles, and positioned in rows, distant from each other (Fig 3 i); egg yellow, 1.135 mm.. [Syrphus bifasciatus] =  Epistrophe eligans
32 (9)
Egg with projections (Fig 1 d); structural units highly branched, with central projections

33 (34)
Structural units of dorsal part of chorion very branched, often connected (Fig 3 j); projections more/less [?]than 35 um; egg white, 1.027 mm ......................................... Syrphus vitripennis
34 (33)
Dorsal part of chorion similar to that of Syrphus vitripennis but side branches rarely connected (Fig 3k); projections more/less [?] than 35 um; egg yellow, 1.298 mm ........... Syrphus ribesii
