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Most frequent and abundant were Paragus aegyptius and Ischiodon scutellare [sic], with the latter species being the most voracious.  At the control field without defoliation, on 50 cotton plants we found an average of 78 larvae.  The number of larvae and their effectiveness depends on many biological and ecological factors. We studied the effect of defoliation on their number.  We counted the numbers before and after defoliation.  Defoliation was done by a tractor and 350-370 litres per hectare of magnesium chlorate, at 15 kg per hectare.  Defoliation was done at the beginning of September 1981 on the type of cotton 6249-B.


As a result an average of 46 larvae were found as opposed to 78 on the control fields.  On the 6th and 10th days after defoliation, the number decreased to about 20-16 larvae per 50 plants.
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