E. Ninomyia (1931)

[ On the life-history of Sphaerophoria cylindrica Say)

Description of egg, larva

Copulation:  performed while still and in motion.  When still, the male mounts on the back of the female, and then he embraces her and as soon as the genitalia meet, the male turns his body 180 degrees, and then he faces in the opposite direction.  During this time, if there is an external distubance the male turns again 180 degrees still in cop back onto the female’s back and carries her away in flight.  Sometimes the female is dragged by the flying male in cop. (facing opposite).  When still, the wings of the male are half-open, and their edges are at 140-45 degrees, but the female’s wings are always folded.  When in flight, the male holds the female with her wings folded and only the male uses wings; as soon as the genitalia meet, either they go down to rest, or continue flying.  Length of copulation was observed once, = 17 minutes.

Pupation: 2-3 days after stopping eating, descr of colour changes.  
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