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[...]
Sphaerophoria scripta is abundant in the Palaearctic region, and is found throughout the season from April to October.  There are several generations, partially overlapping, with a peak of numbers in June.  As an adult it behaves as an anthophile.  In the conditions of experimental laboratory environments they visit flowers of marjoram, yarrow, bindweed, Potentilla, Euphorbia, Erigeron, Eremurus, Ziziphora, Thalictrum, and [?] grasses/cereals. One female produces up to 120 eggs. Adult flies live 20-25 days. Larvae eat aphids typically on the lower parts of graminaceous plants: (Sitobion) avenae F, Forda trivialis Pass [=marginata Koch] and (Metapolophium) dirhodum on grasses; Aphis craccivora Koch, Acyrthosiphon pisum Harris, Therioaphis trifolii Mon on legumes; Titanosiphon dracunculi Nev on “astragon” [Astragalus?], Aphis rumicis on dock, Aphis intybi Koch on chicory.  The larvae pupate on the same plants, on the underside of leaves, or on the ground under fallen leaves.  Duration of larvae stage 13-16 days, pupal stage 9-11 days.  Larva overwinter.

Paragus tibialis is abundant in Palaearctic and Nearctic regions.  Also typical in Kirgizia.  This species prefers steppe grassland areas.  The adult appears from June, with a maximum in July-August, and visits several species of flowers, but prefers (list).  There are several overlapping generations.  Larvae eat aphids on the low parts of graminaceous plants: Aphis salvia Walk. [=craccivora] on sage, Aphis origani Pass. on origanum, Titanosiphon dracunculi on “astragon”, Macrosiphoniella pulvera Walk, M.alatavicus Nev. & [Aphis (Protaphis)] artemisiae Narz. on .  One female produces 56-117 eggs. Larvae stage 14-15 days, pupal 8-10 days.  Pupation occurs on or near the same plant, on the ground under fallen leaves.  Larvae overwinter.

Metasyrphus corollae is abundant in Palaearctic and in Kirgizia.  The species is typical for the steppe grassland.  It appears in May, with a peak in June-July.  The adults visit flowers of many different plants, but prefer umbellifers and rosaceous flowers.   There are several generations.  One female produces 270-300 eggs. Larvae eat aphids on the roots of plants, on grass roots, composites and crops.  Pupation occurs on the roots of the same plants.  The duration of the larval period is 14-17 days, pupa 9-10 days.  Larvae overwinter.

Larvae of syrphids in aphid colonies are often parasitized, especially by ichneumonids, from 18-70%.

Adult syrphids eat nectar of many flowers and play an important role in pollination.  According to the type of larval food, syrphids of steppe grassland can be subdivided into three groups: zoophages (25/47 spp), saprophages (14 spp) and phytophages (8 spp).

