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What is YMS?
⚫ The Youth Mobility Scheme 

(YMS)  is a working holiday 
programme.

⚫ It emphasises holiday first, 
work second.  

⚫ It is designed to foster in-
depth cultural exploration and 
boost international exchanges 
among young people ages 18 to 
30.



What can you do with a YMS 
visa?

⚫ Take a long holiday in Taiwan

⚫ Take short study courses

⚫ Study Mandarin

⚫ Volunteer 

⚫ Work and earn without a 
working permit
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Reciprocity
⚫ Taiwan has implemented youth 

working holiday programmes with 17 
countries, including:
✓ Australia
✓ Austria
✓ Belgium
✓ Canada
✓ Czech Republic
✓ France 
✓ Germany
✓ Hungary

✓ Ireland
✓ Japan
✓ Korea
✓ New Zealand
✓ Poland
✓ Slovakia
✓ The Netherlands
✓ UK
✓ Luxembourg



How to apply?
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Requirements for application

⚫ UK citizenship

⚫ Aged between 18-30

⚫ No prior YMS status

⚫ Not accompained by 
dependents
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Required documents

✓ A completed application form
✓ A resume/CV
✓ Valid UK passport (for a minimum of 1 year at 

the time of submission )

✓ 2 colour passport photos
✓ Travel medical insurance
✓ Return flight tickets/proof of funds
✓ £ 50 application fee
✓ Evidence of £ 1600 to support 

yourself



By post

Send:

⚫ Application Form 

⚫ Evidences/supporting documents 

⚫ A stamped addressed envelope

What next?

Walk-in 

⚫ Appointment necessary

⚫ 5 mins walk from London Victoria 
Station

⚫ Bring evidence in person 
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Processing your application

⚫ Two to three weeks to process

⚫ Refusal of YMS application is at 
the discretion of the ROC 
(Taiwan) government

⚫ Application fees are non-
refundable
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Almost there…

⚫ Type of Visa 

Resident Visa

⚫ Duration of stay

1 year
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After entry into Taiwan

⚫ You cannot apply for another visa type 
once you have entered Taiwan using the 
YMS visa

⚫ Taiwanese Alien Resident Certificate 
(ARC) must be applied for within 15 days 
of entry  (30 days during COVID-19 
pandemic)

⚫ Within 6 months you must register for 
National Health Insurance (employers can 
do it for you)
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Working in Taiwan…

✓ IT and 
Engineering

Taiwan has many 
science parks 
and is home to 
international 
technological 
talents. Brands 
– Garmin, Asus, 
Acer and HTC 
are based in 
Taiwan.

✓ Art and  
Design

Artists can 
apply for 
residencies in 
artist 
villages.
Mobile games 
and Apps 
industry is 
strong in 
Taiwan. 
Vacancies for 
designers, 
programmers 
and 
illustrators.
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✓ Teaching 
and 
Tuition

Teaching 
English 
language both 
in schools and 
privately is 
very welcomed. 
English is 
popular among 
Taiwanese 
youth.
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UK YMS Participants to 
Taiwan 

UK applicants
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Where is Taiwan?
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From an Economic Perspective
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From an Economic 
Perspective
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Science & Technology



20

Science &
 Technology



Taiwan in the World

⚫ In terms of total area of 
its territory, Taiwan ranks 
between #130 - #140 in 
the world.

From Wikipedia



Taiwan in 
the World

Compared to the EU 

countries and UK:

⚫ Taiwan ranks #9, 

higher than 

Sweden and 

similar to Poland , 

in terms of 

nominal GDP. 

⚫ Taiwan ranks #6 

in Europe in 

terms of GDP PPP. 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/countries-by-gdp

10 Canada 1.83 Tn 1.53 Tn $48,137 38,067,903

11 South Korea 1.74 Tn 1.41 Tn $34,000 51,305,186

12 Russia 1.67 Tn 1.25 Tn $11,428 145,912,025

13 Spain 1.50 Tn 1.24 Tn $32,026 46,745,216

14 Australia 1.48 Tn 1.30 Tn $57,447 25,788,215

15 Mexico 1.30 Tn 1.08 Tn $9,963 130,262,216

16 I ndonesia 1.21 Tn 932.26 Bn $4,374 276,361,783

17 Netherlands 954.93 Bn 777.23 Bn $55,606 17,173,099

18 Turkey 809.55 Bn 863.71 Bn $9,519 85,042,738

19 Saudi Arabia 790.06 Bn 639.62 Bn $22,356 35,340,683

20 Switzerland 740.70 Bn 668.85 Bn $84,987 8,715,494

21 Poland 643.27 Bn 471.40 Bn $17,019 37,797,005

22 Taiwan 633.70 Bn $26,564 23,855,010

23 Sweden 576.72 Bn 514.48 Bn $56,763 10,160,169

24 Belgium 553.78 Bn 467.96 Bn $47,607 11,632,326

25 Thailand 547.43 Bn 407.03 Bn $7,826 69,950,850

26 Argentina 515.35 Bn 545.87 Bn $11,300 45,605,826

27 Nigeria 496.12 Bn 404.65 Bn $2,347 211,400,708

28 I ran 495.69 Bn 425.40 Bn $5,830 85,028,759

29 Austria 481.68 Bn 390.80 Bn $53,265 9,043,070

Rank       Name       GDP IMP ‘19    GDP UN ‘16  GDP Per Capita   2019 Population 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/canada-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/south-korea-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/russia-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/spain-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/australia-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/mexico-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/indonesia-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/netherlands-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/turkey-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/saudi-arabia-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/switzerland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/poland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/taiwan-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sweden-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/belgium-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/thailand-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/argentina-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/nigeria-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/iran-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/austria-population


Why Taiwan? (1/3)
⚫ Experience amazing Taiwan

✓ Incredible food, natural tropical scenery and 
beaches

✓ Friendly reputation of Taiwanese people
✓ Explore Taiwan’s “night-markets”

⚫ Best place to learn Mandarin

✓ Great opportunity to learn and practice the most 
spoken language on the planet

⚫ Enjoy reasonable living costs and convenient life
✓ Enjoy a high standard of living
✓ Free Wi-Fi

⚫ Gain an understanding of Taiwanese Culture
✓ Vibrant cities and people that share both futuristic 

hi-tech lifestyles and traditional culture.
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Why Taiwan? (2/3)

⚫ Safe and easy public transport 

Clean and low-cost underground
travel, high speed rail.

⚫ Democratic and open society
which respects human rights and 
rule of law

Similar values shared with the 
western world. First Asian country to 
advance same-sex marriage.
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Why Taiwan? 
(3/3)

⚫ ADVENTURE-
Nature lovers can 
explore a semi-
tropical paradise 
with stunning 
mountains, jungles, 
beaches, surfing 
and sunshine. 
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To see is to believe !

Just do it!
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