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Kay Sambell is widely known internationally for her 

contributions to the Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

movement in Higher Education, which seeks to 

emphasize the ways in which assessment processes can be 

designed to support and developing students’ learning, as 

well as measure it.  

For over two decades Kay has spearheaded a range of 

pragmatic innovations, research projects and initiatives 

focused on improving university student learning via 

assessment. She co-led the pioneering Centre for 

Excellence in Assessment for Learning during her time at 

Northumbria University. She is a UK National Teaching 

Fellow (2002) and a Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. She is 

currently an independent consultant and Visiting Professor of Assessment for 

Learning at the University of Sunderland and the University of Cumbria. 

Kay also helped to establish and support a series of international conferences 

aimed at rethinking assessment practice. She is currently President of the 

vibrant Assessment in Higher Education (AHE) conference series, which leads 

the development of assessment for learning.   
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