Conference focus and themes
The Future of Education for Sustainable Development: Engaging Students and Empowering Educators
This conference focuses on key themes that are reshaping education today, with sustainability at the core. From embedding sustainability into the curriculum to professional development for educators, student voice, and innovative assessment methods, the conference aims to explore how these elements can drive transformative change in higher education. 
By integrating sustainability across teaching practices, student engagement, and assessment, the conference aims to highlight the critical role of education in addressing global environmental and social challenges, empowering students and educators alike to lead in a sustainable and innovative future.
Theme 1: Education for Sustainable Development
Theme 2: Professional Development for Educators
Theme 3: The Evolving Role of Student Voice
Theme 4: Assessment and Feedback Innovations
Theme 1: Education for Sustainable Development
The overarching theme for the conference this year reflects the urgent need to embed sustainability across all educational contexts. From curriculum design to campus initiatives and leveraging AI. This theme emphasises how universities can empower students to address environmental and social challenges, shaping a future defined by sustainability and innovation. E.g.:
· Integrating Sustainability into the Curriculum
 How can sustainability be embedded in different disciplines and subjects? We encourage submissions that discuss innovative strategies for incorporating sustainability into the curriculum and fostering critical thinking on environmental and social issues.
· Promoting Environmental Awareness and Action Among Students
 What initiatives can drive students to take meaningful environmental actions? Submissions in this category should explore how universities can nurture environmental awareness among students and inspire them to participate in sustainability efforts.
· Sustainable Campus Initiatives and Their Educational Impact
 How do sustainable practices on campus impact education and student learning? We invite contributions that showcase the integration of sustainability into campus life, including case studies of green campus projects and their educational value.
· Sustainability in International Student Contexts
 What sustainability challenges and opportunities do international students face? This theme encourages discussions on how international students engage with sustainability in terms of lifestyle, learning, and institutional support.
Submissions are not confined to the examples mentioned. We enthusiastically welcome contributions encompassing any facet of Education for Sustainable Development for delivering or supporting teaching and learning or the student experience.
Theme 2: Professional Development for Educators
By fostering impactful training, leadership skills, and integrating AI, this theme explores how professional growth enhances teaching practices and improves student outcomes in a rapidly changing educational landscape. E.g.:
· Embedding Sustainability in Professional Development How can professional development programs equip educators to integrate sustainability into their teaching? This sub-theme invites submissions around helping staff foster a culture of environmental responsibility and equip students with the knowledge to address global challenges.
· Effective Professional Development Programs
 What makes professional development for educators truly impactful? This sub-theme invites examples of successful professional development programs and their effects on teaching practices and student learning outcomes.
· Enhancing Teaching Practices Through Continuous Learning
 How can continuous learning enhance the quality of teaching? We welcome submissions that explore how educators can engage in ongoing learning to refine and innovate their teaching practices.
· Building Leadership Skills in University Staff
 What does leadership development look like in higher education? Papers should focus on how universities can cultivate leadership qualities in all staff to promote excellence in teaching and create stronger communities.
· AI in Education
 How is artificial intelligence changing the landscape of professional development and teaching? We invite discussions on how AI is being integrated into educational practices and how it supports educators in enhancing their skills and approaches to teaching.
Submissions are not confined to the examples mentioned. We enthusiastically welcome contributions encompassing any facet of professional development for delivering or supporting teaching and learning or the student experience.
Theme 3: The Evolving Role of Student Voice
Student Voice is central to this conference as it emphasises the growing importance of student involvement in shaping educational experiences. With technology, cultural shifts, and innovative engagement methods, this theme explores how institutions can elevate and integrate student perspectives to enhance learning and governance. E.g.:
· Empowering Students to Lead Sustainability Initiatives How can universities support students in advocating for sustainability in education? This sub-theme focuses on how institutions can empower student voices to influence sustainability policies and practices within the curriculum, campus operations, and beyond, fostering leadership in sustainable development. 
· Emerging Trends in Student Engagement and Feedback 
How are student voices being heard and integrated into educational decision-making? We seek contributions that examine trends in student engagement, including examples of student-staff forums, advisory roles, and other participatory mechanisms.
· How Technology and Cultural Shifts Will Impact Student Voice
 What role will technology and societal changes play in shaping student engagement in higher education? This sub-theme invites forward-looking submissions that explore how institutions can adapt to these shifts and prepare for a future where the student voice is increasingly empowered.
· Visionary Approaches to Student Involvement in Higher Education
 What new approaches can revolutionise the role of students in higher education? We are looking for innovative and visionary ideas that push the boundaries of how students can influence academic programs, governance, and university life.
· International Student Experience
 How can universities better incorporate the perspectives of international students into decision-making processes? We welcome papers that focus on the challenges, opportunities, and innovative approaches to amplifying the voices of international students.
Submissions are not confined to the examples mentioned. We enthusiastically welcome contributions encompassing any facet of student voice and delivering or supporting teaching and learning or the student experience.
Theme 4: Assessment and Feedback Innovations
With emerging technologies like AI and creative approaches to feedback and evaluation, this theme explores how innovative practices can enhance student growth and reshape traditional assessment methods for better outcomes. E.g.:
· Sustainability-Focused Assessment What assessment methods effectively evaluate student understanding of sustainability? We encourage submissions that explore innovative ways to assess sustainability competencies, such as through real-world problem-solving tasks, interdisciplinary projects, and assessments that reflect students' ability to engage with sustainability issues in a meaningful way. 
· Innovative Assessment Methods that Enhance Learning
 What innovative approaches to assessment can lead to better learning outcomes? This sub-theme encourages submissions on creative assessment methods, such as project-based learning, peer assessments, and other alternatives to traditional exams.
· Effective Feedback Practices to Support Student Growth
 How can feedback be used more effectively to promote student development? We invite discussions on practices that make feedback more meaningful and actionable, helping students grow academically and personally.
· Balancing Formative and Summative Assessments
 How can educators create a balance between formative and summative assessments? Papers in this category should explore strategies that ensure assessments drive learning and accurately reflect student progress.
· AI in Assessment
 How is artificial intelligence transforming assessment and feedback? We are looking for research and case studies on the use of AI in automating assessments, delivering personalised feedback, and enhancing learning analytics
Submissions are not confined to the examples mentioned. We enthusiastically welcome contributions encompassing any facet of assessment and feedback and delivering or supporting teaching and learning or the student experience.

