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Irony
Figure of speech communicating the
opposite of what is said [1]

Can be harder to understand than
literal langauge. So why use it?

- draw attention to contrast between
desired state of affairs and reality [2]

- serves additional functions:
humour; aggression;
restraint; ridicule / tease [3,4,5,6]

Emoticons
Can indicate emotion...

More likely used as pragmatic markers
to contextualise / modify utterance [9]

Often appear with written irony
Some agreement on emoticons that
mark sarcasm / irony:

)W
May also increase enjoyment [10]
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It is controversial whether irony
increases or decreases emotional
impact of a message

- irony reduces threat or overall
strength of a message:

Tinge Hypothesis [7]
- irony enhances impact of a
comment [8]

Aims & Hypotheses

Previous studies on emotional impact
of irony usually relied on ratings.

- highlights specific aspects of materials
- allows participants to reflect

-fails to capture immediate emotional
responses

We aim to capture immediate
emotional responses using EDA
(arousal level) and EMG (presence
and degree of certain emotions)
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Does irony mute emotional response?
-reduced EDA

- reduced smiles in praise

- reduced frowns in criticism

or enhance emotional response?
-increased EDA

- increased smiles in praise

- increased frowns in criticism

We expect emoticons to generally
increase positive emotion [10]
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