
- - :  
Cf f ic la  lVatchdav Prooramme Season 2006 07

Rovers

l ' "1eG:a SLr t? Spcnsof





Fan Base
Armed with a calculator, and an abundance of Rothmans books, Justin Williams works out
the pros and cons of the current Football League positions - and what might happen nexl...

" l  don't  think I 'm counting my
chickens too much by saying that
with 53 points on the board at least
we are safe!"
"Only once in the last 10 years has a side
been relegated with more than 50
points, Torquay a couple of seasons
ago on  51 ,  Mind  you,  look  where
they are now - virtual certaint ies to
drop out of League 2 and into the
Conference, Our current total is just
one pornt short of ourtotal ooints
tal ly of 54 last season, and
wi th  l1  games
to go and 33
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for we can
confidently look
up the table rather
than down.
Not that i t  was ever
rea l l y  n  doubt .  Th ings
could only get better after
lasi season, and having
spent the vast majori ty o{ the
season in or around the play-off
places promotion is st i l l  very much a
possibi l i ty. l f  we didn t improve on last
season's effort we were going to be in
big trouble - but at the start of the season
th e consensus was that a top 1 O f i  n is h
would be a pret iy reasonable
achievement. Surelv, this must be more

than l ikely as things stand, However,
many supporters, especial ly those wiih
short memories, wi l l  probably see
anythir-g less than a play-ofr spot as a
fai lure now - even though i t  hasn't  been

the most
. . . . . . .  :  . :  memorable of

seasons,
St i l l ,  theres  the
run  in  to  look
forward to now. I
always
remember  In
2000 when
R  r r n l p v  h a d  a

great run In
w i n n i n g  8  a n d
draw ng 2 of
their last '1 1
games in  th is
d iv is ion  to  burn
a  n a l h  c t r : i n h l

th rough the
play-off zone
and f  in ish  w i th
an automatic
promotion spot
after a f inal day

victory away at Scunthorpe,
lronical ly, Burnley are currently on a
disastrous .un in the Chamo onsl- p. r 'or
having won for fourteen games and have

the look of a club in free fal l .  One way or
another I  wouldn't  be at al l  surprised i f
we end up playing them next season,
Scunthorpe on the other hand have
e  n n l  n .  r c d  i n  i m n r c c c  a n d  -  n : v o  n n o n o n

up a seven polnt gap now at the top,
los ing  on ly  f rve  league games a l l  season,
They are lookl ng certa nt les for one of the
automatic spots now after everyone was
convinced they would eveniual ly "blow

u p" ,
And of course there was always the
season when we went up f rom this
d iv is ion  v ia  the  p lay-o f fs  in  1991,  f in ish ing
f i l th with a run of 7 wins and four defeats
ir- the las' '"  leaatp namcs. A better
outcome than the previous season when
we had played real ly well  on the back of
promotion f rom the old Division Four the
year before, and f inished fourth,
I t  usual ly takes around 74 polnts or so to
make the play-offs although teams have
snuck  in  w i th  70  or  71  po in ts
occasional ly, and of course in 2003 we
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missing out to Cardlf f  for the f inal play-
off spot w th a total of B0 points. I  can't
see  tha t  hapoen ng  in  Lhrs  car  rpa ig r^ -  i t ' s
such a  t igh t  d rv is  on ,  Seven w ins  f  rom
the last eleven games would def ini tely be
o n n  r n h  t h i q  c o a c n n

Get  beh lnd  the  lads  and en joy  the  game
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