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plan for area 
Bv LORNA HUGHES 

STORETON could be- 
come the focal point of 
a Viking heritage trail 
being planned for Wir- 
ral. 

With a maritime herit- 
age trail stretching from 
New Brighton to Eastham 
launching early next year 
Wirral Council is now 
turning its attentions to 
the borough's Norse 
links. 

Bebington - thought to be 
the site ofthe famous Battle of 
Brunanburgh - is expected to 
play a key role. with Storeton 
identified a s  a central place of 
interest. 

The council is now working 
with local history groups on 
plans for archeological digs at  
places of Viking interest. 

Other projects include a 
22-mile walk/pil,orimage 
between the Viking churches Viking expert Professor Stephen Harding meets witb Wirral South MP Ben Chapman to discuss Storeton Hall's 
in West Kirby and Chester' Viking heritage and possible links with Sir Gawain and Lhe Green Knight Bebin@on councillor and (."<If  b: 

Wirral heritage champion. 
Jerry said: "We believe Storeton Hall is and we would have to loox for the local authority'' man to discuss the a r e i s  Vik 
nest year we'11 have a mari- a place of key importance funding but things are  Inov- Viking expert Professor ing past. 

hertiage and the which could have regional or ing forward - there is a l:,t of Stephen Hartling recently Professor Marding heliovr~s 
Viking trail woulcl obviously intel-ilatior.c:l siznificance. be a n a x r a l  successor to interest within the local his- met with CIlr Williams ant1 
that. "Plans are  at an early stage tory groups and of course in Wirral South $IP Ben Clhap- d) Turn to Page 2 
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Gtl\\:lll) :liKl lhC! (~;!Y,i~ll l<l!lg,!ll 
proviticss i'tu'tl:t-1 c:\.~tlc.~~cc 01' 
Stcii.c~l@i?'s ?:ol.sc~ li~:!<>:. 

111 t l ~ r  poem Sir (;;~\vairl 
travc~ls t h l . o ~ ~ g h  "\v\;ldrc!nesse of 
\X,.!:r;~lt>" tu a GI-ccii ('hni~cl :~ntl  
Sonic e sp r r t s  ! l i l~c  ~llggeSti?tl 
this cot~l( l  be Stol.r~lon Ilall. 

[ i r  said: "Thc 11orl11 is 1'~11131'li- 

ablc not c ~ n i ~ .  l)ec:i~lso of its 
strong assoc:i:~tion ?ritii thaarca  
b t ~ t  1)ccallsc. of t l i c i  l:li.ge nultlber 
ni' S ~ n n t l i n ; l \ ~ i a ~ ~  clinlect words 
in it. 

"Tlicv a1.r- c~uitv tliff13rent l 'ro~n 
Chnucel-'s C a n r t ~ ~ . b ~ ~ ~ ~ y  Tales, 
\vl.itte!i at the s;l~lic t ime but in 
tile iiing's English. 

"It il~rlicali?s lh ;~l  a strong 
Norsr cli~l1tfic.l '?;as still bcing 
si)okc>~i 11el.c I1111ld1.e:.tls of yra1.s 
al'lcl. thc  initi:!l \?king scrllr- 
~ i icnts .  

"Sle)~?~tori i:; i~sc!lt' ;I \!il<illg 
I ~ : I I I ~ I ~ ~ ,  ~ ~ i v ; ~ ! i i ~ l g  .I!?!> I;it.gr I'ar11:- 
s!r~:tci'." 
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1111) : \ I I ~ !  I ~ I ~ < I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ I I L I ~ ~ I  i11~1\1~li? 
:\I: :~nc.ic*~iI i;a!!Ic: silcx ;it Brb i i~s -  
1011 1 1 1 ~ 1 t I i  all(\ I I W  \.'iI,:i;ig ci~ass 
a t  St i7n1.1i;i!):1.; ~7li1lr.c:li. 
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:1!i11 said i t  ,ivr1111d l i l ,  "f :~~~t:ist ir~. '  
for. \Vil.r.;ll. 


