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Research briefing by Hannah Coggins, with thanks to Rowland Seymour for Figure 3 

It is widely feared that Covid-19 restrictions such as “lockdowns” and 
travel restrictions have had an adverse impact on the levels of forced 
marriages in the United Kingdom (Affoum and Recavarren 2020). This 
report examines this suggested link by analysing data on Forced Marriage 
Protection Orders (FMPOs) from the UK.  

We find that FMPOs did decrease in 2020, but the link between this 
decrease and Covid-related restrictions cannot be fully validated as a similar 
decline was also seen in 2017. Of the changes to applications for FMPOs, the 

most significantly affected group was that of children aged 17 and under. 
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GOV UK (2021) Courts Data [07 July 2021], 

Gov.UK Justice Data. Avalible at: 

https://data.justice.gov.uk/courts/family-

courts/ (Accessed 12 July 2021)

 
 

 
1 This is an update for the ESRC-funded project ES/V015270/1 assessing 
the impact of Covid-19 and Covid-related decision-making on forced 
marriage in the UK. 

 

iihttps://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/20/section/1?view=extent 
iii https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2008/446/contents/made 
iv https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/15/contents/enacted. 
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