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On 7 May 2021, Transport Secretary Grant 

Shapps announced that overseas travel for 

leisure purposes was no longer illegal, 

although holidays would resume using a 

“traffic light” system of “green”, “amber” and 

“red”. Travel from “red” and “amber” 

countries involves people quarantining on 

their arrival in the UK, either in government-

approved hotels (for “red” countries) or at 

their home or other accommodation (for 

“amber” countries). Quarantine is recognised 

as an important tool in helping prevent the 

further spread of Covid-19.5 The detail of the 

current quarantine policy, however, may 

pose risks of harm to victims and survivors of 

forced marriage.  
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Forced marriage “focus 
countries” on the “red list” 

Forced marriage related 
concerns about “red list” travel 
policy 

The costs of quarantine 

A “focus-country” refers to any country 

connected to the case dealt with by the FMU. It 

might be where the marriage was planned to take 

place, for instance, and/or it might be the home-

country of one of the intended forced spouses.  

Between 86% and 95% of cases from 2015 to 2019 

involved “focus countries” outside of the UK. On 

average, the FMU deals with cases involving 70 

different “focus countries” each year. 
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Completing a passenger locator 

form 

Testing 
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Access to support in quarantine for 

survivors of forced marriage 
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Forced marriage “focus 
countries” on the “amber list” 

28

Forced marriage related 
concerns about “amber” 

countries travel policy 

Need to Quarantine 

29

30

mailto:rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:helen.mccabe@nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab


 

 

Rights Lab, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom 
rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk helen.mccabe@nottingham.ac.uk @HRMcCabe 

31

32

Testing 
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