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Research briefing by Dr Helen McCabe, Dr Rowland Seymour, Rebecca Chloe Brown, 
Hannah Coggins, Naomi Lott and Fiona Collins-Taylor.1 

Covid-related restrictions appear to have decreased the number of 
cases handled by the FMU with Bangladesh as a “focus country” in 
real terms: there were almost half the number of cases compared to 
2019. This is a more-significant decrease than the decrease in total 
calls to the FMU in 2020.  

 
The clearest impact appears to have been on the age of victims: a greater 

percentage of cases (though fewer people in real terms) involved people 
aged 15-and-under, or 18-21. This may have been related to school closures, 
and Universities and most workplaces moving to working/studying from 
home, though this does not explain the lack of equal impact on people aged 
16-17. 
 
There were also notable impacts on calls from London, the West 
Midlands, the Northwest, and the East. These may be associated with the 
longer, and tighter, Covid-related restrictions experienced in at least the 
first three of these areas.

 

mailto:rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:helen.mccabe@nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab


 

 

2 

Rights Lab, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom 
rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk    nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab 

 

mailto:rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk


 

 

3 

Rights Lab, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom 
rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk    nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab 

 

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

2017 2018 2019 2020

15 and under 16-17 18-21 21-25 26-30 31-40 40 & over Unknown

mailto:rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk


 

 

4 

Rights Lab, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom 
rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk    nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab 

 

 

mailto:rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk


 

 

5 

Rights Lab, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom 
rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk    nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab 

mailto:rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk


 

 

6 

Rights Lab, University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom 
rightslab@nottingham.ac.uk    nottingham.ac.uk/rights-lab 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A note of caution should, however, be sounded: a decline 
in the number of cases handled by the FMU does not 
necessarily mean a decline in cases – it only shows a 
decline in the number of people who made contact with 
the FMU, and this may not mean an actual decline in 
forced marriages. The regional data, therefore, may 
show that in places where longer, and tighter, 
restrictions were imposed, it was harder for people at 
risk to contact the FMU, and/or for those third partiers 
tasked with safe guarding them to spot signs they were 
at risk, and contact the FMU on their behalf.
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We continue to monitor the impact of 
Covid-19 and Covid-related restrictions 
on forced marriage in the UK. This case 
study is part of a series on all the “focus 
countries” for which the FMU has 
provided detailed data in 2020 – In, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan studies, we will be 
able to consider broarder findings and 
recommendations. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/forced-marriage-unit-statistics
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/03/23/govt-offices-to-remain-closed-till-april-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-coronavirus-16-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-coronavirus-16-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/travel-advice-foreign-secreatary-statement-17-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/travel-advice-foreign-secreatary-statement-17-march-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-new-public-health-measures-for-all-uk-arrivals
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-the-coronavirus-press-conference-3-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-3-july-2020
https://travelbans.org/asia/bangladesh/

