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ASO  Assessment of Survivors Outcome 

BCTIP  Bangladesh Counter Trafficking in Persons Program 

BLAST  Bangladesh Legal Aid Services Trust 

BNWLA Bangladesh National Women Lawyers Association 

CSE  Commercial sexual exploitation 

CSEC  Commercial sexual exploitation of children 

CWC  Child Welfare Committee (India) 

FIR  First Information Report 

GFEMS Global Fund to End Modern Slavery 

GLO ACT Global Action against Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of Migrants 

ICT  Information and Communications Technology 

IJM  International Justice Mission 

IT  Information Technology 

ITPA  The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act (India) 

MHA  Ministry of Home Affairs (India) 

MoU  Memorandum of Understanding 

MWCD Ministry of Women and Child Development (India) 

NGO  Non-government organisation 

NPA  National Plan of Action 

NRM  National Referral Mechanism 

OKUP  Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Program (Bangladesh) 

PI  Principal Investigator 

PSHTA  Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act (Bangladesh) 

RRRI  Rescue, Recovery, Repatriation and Integration 

SOP  Standard Operating Procedure 

UN  United Nations 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 

UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

USAID  United States Agency for International Development 

USD  United States Dollar 
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This document serves as a practitioner summary for any service provider who 

is supporting adult and child commercial sexual exploitation (CSE) or sex 

trafficking victims, with an emphasis on the Bangladesh to India corridor. 

1 The Dalberg report achieved these estimates through reviewing multiple data sources, including ILO, National Aids Control 
Organization, and interviews with NGOs in 2018.  
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The rapidly changing nature of commercial sexual exploitation of 

children 
The nature of commercial sexual exploitation of children 

(CSEC) is rapidly changing. CSEC is expanding to urban 

areas, and shifting from public brothels to private spaces 

(like spas, massage parlors, lodges).  This shift is often 

enabled by accelerating use of information and 

communications technology (ICT), which is reducing 

transaction costs and breaking down barriers like fear of 

being seen or caught for traffickers and customers alike. 

For example, customers who shy away from going to 

brothels can now purchase sex sitting in the comfort of 

their homes, and web platform hosts can take over the role 

of traffickers (Dalberg, 2019). 

2 Nominal GNI per capita, World Bank 2017. 
3 The authors note that the terms used to describe persons who have experienced CSE are contested, and that the language of 
victimhood has been highlighted as particularly problematic. First and foremost, the authors recognise that these individuals 
should be empowered to identify with terms that align with their own experiences and ongoing choices in defining themselves. 
Given the specific focus of this report, the language of ‘victims’ is used in its legal sense. That is, to describe individuals 
experiencing violations of legal rights and as the directly harmed party in a criminal offence related to CSE. The language of 
‘survivors’ is used to recognise those individuals who have experienced such violations, but who have exited exploitation and 
continue on their life’s journey.  
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4 Primary school level; approximately age 10 years.  
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A range of factors make CSE survivors vulnerable to re-trafficking cycles.  
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• 

• 

5 The Child Welfare Committee is an autonomous body established by government declared as a competent authority to deal 
with children in need of care and protection. 

https://www.unodc.org/pdf/india/SOP_Investigation_Forced_Labour.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/india/SOP_Investigation_Forced_Labour.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/India_Training_material/SOP_on_Investigation_of_Crimes_of_Trafficking_for_Commercial.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/India_Training_material/SOP_on_Investigation_of_Crimes_of_Trafficking_for_Commercial.pdf
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Legal frameworks  

Police training 

https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/543f75664.pdf
https://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/POCSO%20Act%2C%202012.pdf
http://cara.nic.in/PDF/JJ%20act%202015.pdf
http://cara.nic.in/PDF/JJ%20act%202015.pdf
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/1661?locale=en
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2263?locale=en
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2263?locale=en
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Promising practice: Strengthened victim identification and 
investigation efforts 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

Victims’ reluctance to be identified  

Challenges in determining a victim’s nationality and age 
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6 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Government of the Republic of India and The Government of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh on Bilateral Cooperation for Prevention of Human Trafficking Especially Trafficking in Women and 
Children; Rescue, Recovery, Repatriation and Re-integration of Victims of Trafficking 2015. 
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2015 MoU criticisms 

Long repatriation times 

Promising practice: RRRI Task Force 

Promising practice: NGOs supporting the governments to 
streamline repatriation processes 
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Data management challenges 

COVID-19 related challenges 
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7 Department of Women and Child Development, Government of Maharashtra, 2009, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for 
Child Welfare Committee (CWC) Under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection Act) 2000, as amended by Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection) Act, 2006.   

https://wcd.nic.in/schemes/ujjawala-comprehensive-scheme-prevention-trafficking-and-rescue-rehabilitation-and-re
https://wcd.nic.in/schemes/ujjawala-comprehensive-scheme-prevention-trafficking-and-rescue-rehabilitation-and-re
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Legal frameworks 

https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/543f75664.pdf
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Unevenness of support services 

Lack of standards on CSE survivor reintegration 
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Criticisms of shelters 

Lack of psychosocial services 
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Lack of survivor awareness of free legal aid 

https://www.ijm.org/aso
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COVID-19 challenges 
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Lack of education and literacy 

Gender-specific employment 
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Ongoing trauma, addictions, and unfamiliarity with new work 

8 The 11 trades include automobile and motorcycle shops, garment sector, beautician services, taxi driving, mobile repair, and 
hospitality, amongst others. 
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Failure of livelihoods 

COVID-19 impacts on CSE survivors’ livelihoods 



Commercial sexual exploitation policy and practices in Bangladesh and India 

Summary for Practitioners 
 



Commercial sexual exploitation policy and practices in Bangladesh and India 

Summary for Practitioners 
 

https://www.dasra.org/resource/eradicating-sex-trafficking
https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/Climate-Displacement-Bangladesh-briefing-2018-v20.pdf
https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/Climate-Displacement-Bangladesh-briefing-2018-v20.pdf
https://www.ijm.org/aso
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/CSEC/lang--en/index.htm
https://childhub.org/fr/child-protection-online-library/sanjog-2010-crossing-boundaries-cross-border-mobility-boys-between
https://childhub.org/fr/child-protection-online-library/sanjog-2010-crossing-boundaries-cross-border-mobility-boys-between
https://fr.reuters.com/article/us-india-bangladesh-trafficking-insight-idUSKBN1WO055
https://fr.reuters.com/article/us-india-bangladesh-trafficking-insight-idUSKBN1WO055
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/protocoltraffickinginpersons.aspx
https://www.unicef.org/media/files/Child_Marriage_Report_7_17_LR.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/data-and-analysis/glotip.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/data-and-analysis/glotip.html
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-TIP-Report-Complete-062420-FINAL.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2019-Trafficking-in-Persons-Report.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2019-Trafficking-in-Persons-Report.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/endpovertyinsouthasia/girls-education-bangladesh-promising-journey

