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ABYSSINIA AND HER NEIGHBOURS
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THE

1-GEOGRAPHY

BYSSINIA is an inland State
A of about 350,000 square miles
in area, or three and a half
times the size of the United
Kingdom. It is usually described as
a lofty tableland surrounded by low-
lying deserts, but it would be more
to say two tablelands, one
large and the other small, divided by
the line of the Great Rift i
north-east and south-west. This rift
is bridged by high iand in the centre
near Addis Ababa, but running north-
east from that flows the River Hawash
in a great gorge which renders the
Harar plateau almost inaccessible from
the west, and running south-west lies
the chain of lakes which ends outside
Abyssinia in the vast Lake Rudolph
in Kenya.

Both of these two plateaux are them-
selves cut up into innumerable moun-
tain ranges and steep gorges. The
average height above sea-level varies
between 5,000 and 8,000 feet, but many
ranges Lave peaks of 12,000ft., and Ras
Dascian, in the Semien Mountains, the
highest point in Abyssinia, is over
15,000ft. A deep central depression
contains Lake Tana.

Almost the whole of the western
plateau drains westward into the River
Nile. The great rivers of this system
are the Mareb (which becomes the
Gash in Sudan), the river which starts
as the Takkaze and goes on as_the
Setit, the Atbara, e Blue Nile,
or Abbai, and the Sobat, with
its various tributaries. = Of these
the Takkaze and Blue Nile plunge down
through tremendous s%el and are
lmiruu.ble in time of . The Blue
Nile also flows through Lake Tana.
The Eastern plateau is drained by the
rivers Juba and Webbe Shebeli, which
flow into the Indian Ocean. It is
remarkable that the Great Rift pro-
vides no outlet to the sea either to the

north or to the south, for the Hawash, | th

for all its size, disappears in the sunken
deserts of Aussa, and the lakes have
no final outlet.

2>—COMMUNICATIONS

There is only one railway in
Abyssinia, which runs from Jibuti to
Addis Ababa up the Hawash valley.
[t belongs to the French Government
and Italy also holds shares in the com-
pany. Roads are few and bad. There
1s & road from Diredawa to Harar and

from Harar there is an old carayan
route across the deserts through Jijiga
to Zeila and Berbera in British
Somaliland. There are two possible
roads north from Addis Ababa to
Adowa, and another west to Debra
Markos, on the Blue Nile. Others are
being built,

3—CLIMATE
Abyssinia lies entirely in the tropics,
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heat in the deserts of Ogaden and the
gorges of Takkaze and Hawash to sub-

Eo

Alpine i in the highlands. At

ranging from almost equality to the
Ambharis in Shoa and the centre, to

Addis Ababa, 8,000ft. above the sea,
the mean temperature in the daytime
is between 60 and 70 degrees, but the
nights . are very cold and frost is
common. Snow lies on the northern
slopes of Ras Dascian. In the same
way vegetation and animal life vary
with altitude, and almost the whole
range of African flora and fauna can
be found in different parts.

The rainfall is heavy and restricted
to a short part of the year. The
“rains” proper come from June to
September, but there are sometimes
‘“little rains” in March and April.
The winter months are very dry. The
average annual rainfall in Addis Ababa
is about 47 inches, and this is the
maximum for the country. . The rainy

im

savagery in the mountains of
Arussi. The third great race are the
Somalis and Danakils, closely akin
though king a different 1

Hanmitic, savage and intractable, never
properly subdued, they live in the
deserts of the north-east and east. In
the far west are negroid peoples indis-
tinguishable from the races of Sudan
and Uganda; the people of the north
and Tigré may count as Amharis ; and
there are also many strange subsections
like the G is, Falash,

COUNTRY

separate kinds of thaler—the Menelik
and Maria Theresa. The caief visible
wealth in the country lies in the huge
herds of cattle and sheep which graze
over the grassy highlands.

7—GOVERNMENT AND
CONSTITUTION
The Government of Abyssinia is an
autocracy superimposed upon a feudal
system. The separate provinces and
districts are still to a large extent
autonomous and governed by the local
chiefs or Rases, but where Abyssinia
as a whole is concerned the Emperor is
lute di e has also d

d
Hararis, which are difficult to define as
one or the other.
An almost more i lassifi

to extend the control of the central
Government, by placing governors_of
his own choice in the various d-‘f.hwtls

al

tion is by religion. The Amharis are
Coptic Christians related to the Greek
Church of Alexandria, and they have
baptised a small part of the Gallas

season is of the D
kt riculture

for not only is all
dependent upon it but also the life of
Lgy%;_ and Sudan and the countries of
the Nile Valley. Moreover, it reduces
all movement to a minimum by turning
the great rivers into impassable
barriers and creating thousands of
(l:’o);‘rents from dry stony river

eds.

4—THE PEOPLE

The name Abyssinia is derived from a
native word meaning mixed, and
S e e, . o

races of the country. For the
same reason the rulers of the
country, the Amharis. prefer the
ancient name of Ethiopia. No
census has ever been taken and all esti-
mates of the total population are uncer-
tain, but 10,000,000 is a widely accepted
figure. Of these some 130,000 live in
Addis Ababa, some 30,000 in Harar, and
perhaps 20,000 in Diredawa. Probably
no other town has a permanent popula-
tion of over 10,000, and the great
majority of the peof)le are spread over
e country in small villages.

_There is' no certain authority on the
different races of Abyssinia. Obscure
in origin they have become inextricably
confused i

by conquest and inter-
ut three divisions |

either by force or example. The rest
of the Gallas and all the Danakils an
Somalis are Moslem,

5—CHARACTER AND LIFE OF THE
PEOPLE

The Ambharis are naturally intelligent
but lazy, opposed to effort, and con-
servative. They are all warlike and
the ambition of every man is to be a
soldier.  Apart from this their chief
pastime is litigation and quarrelling.
They suffer terribly from disease but
are strong and athletic.  All three
races, the Amharis, Somalis, and
Galla, are well built and tall, and their
women are often handsome by Western
standards. ~The work is chiefly dcne
by the subject races and the slaves.
Tﬁou h slavery is now »llegal
though the Emperor has made great
efforts to end it, it is still a general
ractice. The slaves are mostly negroes
rom the West, and the great secret
slave market is at Gondar.

6—ECONOMIC POSITION

Abyssinia is more or less self-
supporting. The upland country is rich
and fertile, excellent either for pastoral

or for arable farming, which are the
pl:iﬁ:eipa} occupations, though both are

can be made, and there is a serious
racial problem in Abyssinian politics.
The ruling people are the Amharis, and
it is they who are generally meant by
%"’1”‘!‘“'?'- and r.l_:eixj- - language,

is the of
Abyssinia, yet they are probﬂ)li' not
more than 2,500,000 out of the total, and
live almost entirely in the districts of
Shoa, Amhara, and Tigré. They are
almost certainiy Semites, paler than
negroes, with strong Semitic f

on pi lines. At
different  altitudes wheat, barley,
rubber, bananas, and coffee are grown
and a certain amount of raw cctton.
Foreign trade is small in value; of
imports cotton goods are the chief com-
modity, and the bulk of the trade is
in Japanese hands. The chief exports
are coffee, hides, and skins. It has
often been said that Abyssinia is one
of the richest countries In minerals in
the whole world, but this depends more

and may have come originally from the
South of Arabia. They can only live
in the highlands—an important factor
in Abyssinian history—and despise all
ne’froes impartially.

he largest race is the Gallas, who
number about 4,000,000. They are

e country

on an exp Potash,
mica, gold, and platinum have been
developed commercially, but only in
small quantities. ~There are rumours
of copper, tin, and oil.

Abyssinia has no national debt, and
the t general tax was impose_d.thm
year to obtain money to buy munitions.
There is one bank only, the Bank of

th and east, they
es of civilisation,

Hamitic, and swept over the

from the sout] % i century,
il)% y subdued at the

end of ntury. Especially

a]
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in 1931. Abyssinia
is one of the few countries in the world
with a silver currency, though
theoretically the thaler %he silver coin)
is linked to sterling. There are two

an as far as
hereditary rulers, who naturally have
greater power.

The present Emperor has expanded
the Constitution of Menelik in many

servative, and reactionary, but
undoubtedly has a great influence in
the country. .
8—THE ARMY

The only regular army in the country
is the Imperial Guard of the Emperor.
It comprises some 15,000 men in all
and has been trained on E

'OF ABYSSINIA

history, sometimes under one power
that ruled from beyond the Nile
to the Indian Ocean, sometimes
divided into small and warring
groups. The story of the Queen
of Sheba in the Bible, the un-
helpful references in Homer, the
more i ing account in Herod

lines by a Belgian military commission.
Besides this some of the local Rases
maintain private armies slightly better
trained and equipped than the ordinary
man, and the peror has started a
Boy Scout movement run on military
lines and designed to supply officers
for the army. :
Equipment is poor and insufficient.

and the d of Queen Candace
in Tacitus all testify to powerful
kingdoms of some kind.

The first great empire ruled at
Aksum and was closely connected with
Egypt. It flourished from the first
to the seventh centuries 4.D., and it was
during this time that Christianity was
i d by Fr As a

The Imperial Guard have t
efficient rifles but there are certainly
not enough rifles to go round the rest
of the male population. There is an
even severer shortage of ammunition,

reat Power y.;i’égzhmndom it was

y peror J
to conquer Yemen in the sixth century,
but later the Abyssinians were swept

Although has imported | out of Arabia by the rising tide of
wass e has P e & lzrsm.mt i p:unn, % h da I;l‘i_ nntil.:hegnpren,d of
and Ministries of War, Trade, Finance, | 20d has a few tanks and )} estern it

- b thioss ‘haves satyet only aq | che catl alinost be kaid to ERfwitiont [HERs VL AT ROHer, an tsland of

educative function, and the Emperor
remains his own Executive as well as
the sole Administration, Herelieson
the help of certain young Abyssinians
who sup%on his progremve a&m icy, and
also on the advice of General Virgin, a
Swedish general who acts as foreign
adviser as well as director of the army
training.

Apa.nrg from the feudal Rases the on]i
other power is that of the priesthoo
under the Abuna, always chosen
Egypt. This body is bigoted. con-

m | established "in this corner of Africa
beginnings

9—HISTORY

The early history of Abyssinia is of
great interest, and a large literature
is devoted to it, but it is not the kind
of history that can be written in the
form of an ABC. The most that
can be said with certainty is that
kingdoms and empires have been

from the of recorded
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During these years dynasties rose
and fell and the country was invaded
first by Mohammedans from the north
and then by the Galla from the south.
We have only one clear ray of light
n the whole period, the arrival of the
Portuguese missions at the end of the
fifteenth century to search for Prester
ohn and proselytise the country.
As was the way of Jesuit missions, this
threatened to become a peaceful con-
quest, and the Portuguese were turned
out of the country in 1633, leavil:ig as
a memorial the bridges and buildinge
at their capital, Gondar.

After s there was no Central
Government, but the chieilu of Shoa,

3 % ,',, Wivision

as Regent for the Empress Zauditu
and then as Emperor, when he took
the name of Haile Selassie.

10—FOREIGN RELATIONS

In spite of its inaccessibility it did
not seem likely that Abyssinia would
escape from the imperialism that
devoured the rest of Africa in the
nineteenth century. While Abyssinia
was divided by internal strife Britain,
France, and Italy robbed her of her
sea coasts and surrounded her on all
sides. King Theodore signed a treaty
with Britain which safeguarded the
north coast (what is now Eritrea) but
the Italians disregarded this when they
seized Massawa and later took the
whole of Eritrea. Menelik was willing
to see this much go, but when the
Italians advanced into Tigre he raised
the country against them and finally -
defeated the Italian army at Adowa in

896.

But before this all three Powers had
attempted to sccure concessions and
’sﬁlhereu of interest between themselves.

e first succe.s was gained by France,
who in 1894 received the concession to
build the present railway from Jibuti
to Addis Ababa. In 1902 Menelik
signed a oo:ven‘t;ign wif.htGrent Britain
promising her rst option’’ on_ any
scheme to control the waters of Lake
Tana and the rivers flowing into the
Nile. In 1908 the three Powers
co-ordinated their interests in the 1906
treaty which allotted each certain
spheres of influence and rights to
construct roads and railways. This
treaty was never accepted by Abyssinia.
As it hapgzned hnone of the Powers
e thi

—

Tigré, and ara against
each other while the Galla and Somalis
:grend undisturbed in the east until

e beginning of the ni h
cen

m this except
France, who had nh-eMIy started on her
railway, for which shelhud‘ a separate

tury.  That date, however, saw
the rise of Western Im‘peria.lixm from
outside and the rise of a new power
thin. ~ The three great names of
Abyssinia’s  modern history  are
Theodore, Menelik, and the present
Emperor, Ras Tafari M onnen.
Theodore was the soldier who first
conceived the idea of a central army
on Buropean lines and won in turn
Ambhara, Gojjam, Tigré, and Shoa for
his empire.  But his genius turned to
madness and arrogance, and his reign
and life ended with the British expe-
d&glvon under Sir Robert Napier in

won the rest

In 1925, ritain
and Tt: came to an agreement to
push each other’s claims, but France

b d and Ab, i d

the League of Nations, to which she

had been admitted in 1923. As a result

nothing further was done. In 1928

Italy and Abyssinia concluded a

separate treay of frielngshilp and
rade

the two countries.

11—ORIGIN OF DISPUTE

The dispute between Italy and
Abyssinia arose out of an incident at
Ual Ual, an oasis in the Ogaden

Menelik was i‘i)l;t ‘Klmg.o; Bh&arbu: Reuert:. An Anglo—Ethiopin.gbGrgli.ns

destro; the power of the dal
chiefly‘u?xbdued the Galla, and i:ade
the Abyssinian Empi

Western world.
Menelik died in 1913, but since 1908

more the country fell into strife and
d d by the beh

was_

Plr.e as it is to-day. | the grouns
-| The great event of his reign was the |Ttalian territory. e
defeat of the Italian army at Adowa |therefore retire
in 1896, which so astonished the | faci

he had been stricken by disease. Once |received by

J in|At present, ho:
depos in|still cceupy U

1 escor y Abys
period of dissension in 1889. He was | troops, arrived at Ual Ual only to find
the great unifier of the country, who Sl b

it occupied by native Italian troops
under an Italian officer. The latter
refused to dperm.it them to advance on
that they had entered

'he Commission

leaving their escort

acing the outpost. A few days later,
XX P

on December 5, 1934, a ba

place in which many casualties were
SohiEfhnd

jies agree

INDEXED,

the war.
19100RNL. _Ras Tafari ruled first| Wardair.
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Ethiopia, the Biblical Cush, a mountainous land of approxi-
mately 350,000 square miles (size of Venezuela), has an estimated
population of 10,000,000 Coptic sect Christians of Hamitic-
Semitic origin. The 487-mile French-owned railway, from the
interior capital, Addis Ababa, to Djibouti, French Somaliland,
connects it with the outside world. Nearby is Zeila, British
Somaliland, reportedly offered to Ethiopia in exchange for con-

cessions to Italy. Italian troops, landing at Massaua, Italian
Eritrea, are in easy striking-distance of Adowa (directly south),
where Italy was beaten in 1896. In Northwestern Ethiopia is
Lake Tana (also Tsana), which partly controls the Nile’s sources,
on which England depends for her world cotton position. South
is Italian Somaliland, which Rome would link with Eritrea and
on whose border clashes last November started present dispute ,
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