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APPHEIIDIX A ~ f

EVOLUTION OF IRD

In 1945 Stalin launched poliey and pramganda‘attacks
on the western world in accordanc@ with his theﬂry of
inevitable struggle. Britiah Miniatera arﬁ mliciea Ware
agsalled as affete and reaationa‘ry; at th& 191;7 ﬁni'baei |

I\Tations General Assembly Vlshinsky ﬁurpﬁssac} h ﬁlf., ‘ 

All Communist publicity media, incluﬁing tlfw_ frcfmt
organisations, 3119130131;&(1 and amplifiaé lna abuﬁc ’ whifah
was itself ﬁhe fruit of = massive r@saar@h aﬂd prepagaﬁ&a
'maahine. . - | | . ,-j, __..u
& ﬁ.fter the General Assembl}f Brltmh Mimatem daalded

that. count 31*-&@*{:1 011 was nee@s ﬁarr._ Tha Mi tr?‘ Qf

A Informatian and PWE had howav'er, be@ﬁ liqaiéateé. ﬁe"ﬁ
means Qf wunt ar:mg Cemmmi st prapagméa lméi to ‘tm &es?i aed.

In 19&8 Bevin eraataa IRD ’.B& ﬁ&’t it u@ fas'b, te allcm

for exnans J.on and 0 permit 1‘@ 1;0 ae.t flé;‘ff b . ‘ﬁitﬁc}ut

- m‘blia axplanatioﬂs, bﬁ' pu,t ii; mainl;r an ’sha E@erat Va«te.. ~
| Its firat tasks were t@ yrepar@ ’afk.*efs CE. Sm*iat la‘b@w '
eampa, daportatiomﬂ, bullying ef small countriaa, c’ie:aial
xaf human rights eta., m th&t Britmh Hiniatars could '
%3 countar attaak and dimmeiit Cgmmuniat propaganda anﬁ

pra'bemmﬂﬂf. i Thc iﬁiaa had; mer'i‘h. le Ruaaiana beeame

-'_-mora tm a& Emfiat  __ I‘i *'Ij'_f"ﬂm: gmecide and front arganiaa-— o

V'ticma Wﬂr@ syn:’smtieally ax};amd. e .
: :’n | anasioml Hiniamrial Ep@aehas about Comnmniat i * ko
AL intentimm Wera :m‘b emugh Te st:a.nd up to, and aeu.’a‘hur,, | '

\Eo’viat and cammuniat premganda Britiah Mholara puhliqistg,
'_an& prmfawianal men ﬂeedea regular mews to Far&ign ﬂffm
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research on Communist aff airs. Leading British Sovietolo-

gists and diplomatic correspondents could not study, write
and 'broadcast authori_t&tiyeiy without such 2ccess. Nor
eould ‘crade. unianiata am ?:éz?of'essi onal men Safely meet

their Commiﬂt aml fellow tra*velling colleagues at in’ser-

naslonal meetlngs witm}ut bmefm IRD tried to meet

these medsﬁ_d .LC! da ac} it nea&e& a aar& c:f E‘amign folca

regulars, a st, f of msearch ‘aerker's and & journalistie

and FWE element fmiliar mm the meds an& tem::o of ,
mbliciats and wif;h p@lluieal warfare teahniquea. S IRD

also becaﬂm the peace—tlme shadow organlsat:mn f,or polltlcal :
warfar&. L oh '

o ‘Ifhe m’&&r af RB‘E elianta ineraased &teadilx, RPB,
frlendly gav&mmenta, _jhhe v&tiean Infamation semles, G@TO'

'eouﬂt&r-suh?ermenism o Raﬂio Free Eurom

?UC le adarﬁ . yeu‘ah Ieadera
am'i. profassional aﬁtl-(}ommmﬁﬁtﬁ all ao%ht to use Forai@

| Offica research. Aa—.ceﬁa to IRD had %o ‘Ee stric’sly cantrolled

and the rela’olonﬁhip keat ecmfidential. IED‘E mstenee

was a'rwahlg ‘but its size aﬁd vate were n&t, Pecmla w:mhing

to uﬂe 1’5 had to 'be well—dispﬂaed influen’slal and d,iscreet
m’s puhlleatiana, cimseminated worl&-wide via diplomatie

pcsta, ware not enough for such peaple. | Manar needed to be

~ able %o draw an imﬁividual IRD: efﬁcers for 1n-dapth briefin@,

-q_ulakly and aaaily, for advica on how to have books published,
for helu ta reach ard be affective at meetings and conferencaa

_gbroad. Thua IRD de?el_apeé. as a service, with many personal

f- an@ confidentlal outlet.s for its products.

..5_. Througheut the Stalin era IRD's brief was atmctly

anti"c‘i’ﬂlﬂmni at
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anti-Communist. It had no mandate to deal likewise
With Indian, Indonesian and Arab nationalism excep?
insofar as the Communists were using it against us. BSuez
changed this. Many of IRD's clients wanted and received
briefing on Nasser and his policies in the Arab world.
Ministers commissioned IRD to organise special broadcasts
to the Arabs. From 1956 onwards IRD had more license

to counter the hostility of non-Communist states, culmili-
nating in the anti-Sukarno eampaign of 1965/66. It grew
adept at exploiting secret information for publielty
purposes. -

6. The competitive co-existence era produced a more
complex challenge. Khrushechev rejected ideological co-
existence; there would be no warmaking, but each camp
would demonstrate its prowess; the under-developed world
would be umpire and prize.

7. Without ideological co—existeﬁce IRD was still in
business. The Communists, Chinese and Russiarme, clearly
intended to £ill much of the influence-vacuum created by
de~-colonisation. Their motives and methods needed to

be exposed. IRD's publications and briefing dealt with
the Afro-Asian Solidarity Organisation as well as the
older front organisations; with the training of Russian
Arsbists and Africanists; with the red-carpeting hehingd
the Iron Curtain of student and other future leaders, with
students' experiences in the UBSR; with the use of the

Trojan horses of Soviet ald and arms sales; with the

dangers of supping with the devil.
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8. But now exposure and criticism were not enough.

Counter-performance and the preservation of friendshilp

and traditional ties in the developing countries were

part and parcel of competitive co-existence. Policiles ‘v

to counter the subversion of our interests needed support

from ODM, the British Couneil, the Visits Programme, VSO,

Foundations, exhibitions, all the publicity media, the

sale of books and the activities of the countless voluntary

associations who seek contacts with their opposite numbers

overseas. "Positive" activities of all these kinds have

a long-term counter-subversionary, pre-emptive effect

and are therefore of concern to IRD even though most of
them are the primary responsibility of other bodies.
9. In the late fifties and early sixties, when IRD was

becoming concerned also with hostile non-Communist countries,
it gave them modest support either through its own specialist
officers or thl’*oughnits parallel and closely linked body,

the open-vote Counter Subversion Committee. Through the
independent Ariel Foundation IRD also came to inspire visits,
contacts and a variety of useful activities supplementing
those for which other departments and ministries are mainly
responsible; and to give modest help to a variety of

independent "good" organisations whose activities support

the efforts of HMG and supplement those of the other

Information and Cultural Departments. IRD's officers,
with their useful continuity, are particularly well-suited
to this elose-support r8le. In 1970, both for their
traditional "anti" tasks and for thel r newer close-suppori
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tasks there is plenty for IRD to do; support for
our Common Market endeavour, calling for editorial
" and "placing" skills, and for the discreet exploltation
of links with "good" organisations, is the latest
- major call (though not the only one in the pas? year)
on IRD. ;
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