


........
i o B R A R e R
AT T et S s A

TOP_SECRET

DECEPTION TN MALAYA
Note by the Controlling Officer

In his telegram of 26th May, Mr, lMengzies suggested to
the Prime Minister that the deception technique used so
Successfully in the last -war might be adapted and applied in
Malaya, I have examined this suggestion in the light of such
information as is avallable in London about the nature of the
campalgn, and set out below my provisional conclusions.

2, Although I think that there may be scope for deception
ln some form or another (see para L4 et seq,) I do not feel
that there is any scope for deception in the "traditional"
Sénse in which Mr, Menzies uses the term, i,e., causing the
enemy to believe that our forces and intentions are other
than they are, There ls, for example, no overall plan on
which strategic deception can be pased, nor is there, so far
as can be seen, any clearly defined directing organisation
oehind the bandits capable of appreciating and acting on a
pattern of misinformation injected through their intelligence
network, Even if there were, 1t does not appear that we have
SO far succeeded in penetrating that network sufficiently

to enable us to use it with the same confidence as we did during

the war when we largely controlled the enemy intell igence
service,

o ¥ - Doubtless deceptive iuiethods are already in use for purely
tactical purposes, denendent upon the experience and resource
of local commanders, It may be, however, that there is scope
Oor developing deception on these lower levels, not nerhaps

nucnh by penetration and the use of local bandit intelligence
8, though subject to what is said above these may be

Le of some use, as by greater use of the technique
developed by V. g, 8. T.R.E, Ior example sonic devices
simulating the firepover of a unit, the movement of motor

‘vehicles and troops, may have value in jungle operations,
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1oy:1 elements amonz the Chinese could be mede to feal
more secure,

o Egrénf E? ng various devices capcble of being

s grg werc worked out for the purpose of

3 1mu ating small operations behind the enemy lincs, and

1t may be poselble to make greater usc of thegse, Moreoveér,
operations which might leed the bandits to infer that

arcas under thulf control are being infiltrcted on a
substanticl scalc, might assist tho development of the
feeling ruportod by Sir Hunry curney (paropre apii 3 of hils
telegrvm HOw . Dl OFf S0rbh May) thet "if repebriation were

HOW open, many Malay Communist Perty members now in the
Jungle would give up and get out".

(b) 4 study of vepious situction reports suggests
that there is n reCUrr iug mﬂDPt gZ2e¢ of arms and ammanition
among the bandits, Thus, in the latest report from Sir
Henry Gurney (telegram No, 538 of 3rd June) it is
staeted thet a directive is beling passed by word of mouth
urging units to teke every qpportunltv of attacking the
enemy ror the express purpose of capturing arms. J/e
might be able to t cke advantage of this sit.iotion by
PR eEe e stoclkks of defective sand dangerous arms and
ammunition, and contriving (e,g. by duliberately inadequate
protectionS thet they fa 11 into enemy nands, AT the same
time it might be po.sible rfor the propaganda and intelligaence
Services in malaya to suggest mcens by which the story could
be got across that the bandit leaders were so unconccrned
gbocut the sefety of their forces thet taoy were 1ssu1nr
arms and ammunition well knowing them to be in dqngﬁroualy
defective condition. -

i3, It i cleer from the situation réports that the
theft of identity cards is by far the most frequont type of
inclé&nt. It is not clear whether these thefts are made

o obtain identity caerds for the use of tho
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f“ﬁ%ﬁrﬁmww:%;htigﬁﬁ that 1d@nt1ty cards

b@ baaked up'by
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O Success in the kind of campeign that I have 1in

mind depends to a larpe extcocnt on Thd devclopment of our
intelligence activities, end in perticular on the extent to which
We cen penetrnte the enemy orgenisation. I obgerve from Gencral
Briggs rceport previously referred 1O, thet in his view
intelligonce is our Achilles hecl, and it 18 probcble that

until there is some improvement in this side oI our activities
deceptive operations will have to be on @& rcletively limited

ond experimental scale, On the other hand, I understand thect

Sir william Jenkin has been appointed to re-organlise our
intelligence in Malaya, and if there is 2 demand by those
responsible for operations for as._istance by way of the provision
of channels for deception, it should not be an iipossible

tesk to penetrecte for this purpose a relatively unsophisticated
orgonisation,

Lea I heve not dealt in this note with "black" propagendas,
I understend tnot the Information sescarch Department or the
foreizn Office is alrcedy operating in Malaya. Their activitlcs
would have to be co-ordinated with deceptive operations.

For instonce, channcls into the bandit intelligence organisation
might be dcveloped primorily Tor deceptiveé purpoScS, which could
with mutuel benofit be used jointly for I.R.D. purposcs.

For example, capturcd docunents contcln instructions to pecrticular
scetions of the Melayon Communis Party which would be most
emberressing to the pearty orgenisation if they Wore given
gencral circulation, Thus, in a M.C.r. document entitled
"pprescnt Doy Situction and Duties® thorc oppears the following

ingtructions-

tphe Party must provokc the rural masscs
to compromise thcmsclves vis-a=vVis the security
forcos, and provcoke the sccurity rorccs to attack
the rurcl masses, or at least t. imposec gcolling
restrictions on them and so alicncte theilr

sympathics,."

blc rc¢sults might be achicved by
al popu on actual Communist
- as though they had in fact beecn
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