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SUMI \RY OF PROGRESS II’ WASHINGTON JORKING GROUPS
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the Priqgtﬁf?Fkln%'UPOQpﬂ have becen set up in Washington since
a Ehortmi Minister's visit in October 1957.  The following 18
Summary of thc progress which they have made.

(a) Defence, Rescarch and Development Co=—operation

-_.__-_-—-._—-*—-—-——-—I—_‘-ﬂ"

See Annex A.
] t " : : s
(b) _Institutional' Working Group

i Tﬁ}ﬂrgroup came into cxistence on the instructions of the

- LLe diinister and the President in order to study ways to
'}naﬁ}tutlonalise” interdependence, i.e. to provide an
institutional frameworlk whcreby the various organisations of the
Eree world could be strengthened and brought closer together.
I'he main subjects for possiblc study herc are the strengthening

?}chG Baghdad Pact and SEATO and creation of links bctween them,
AALO and the OAS.

& Lhe Eprking Group has not yet mct. This is becausc snortly
QLter the Washington talks the NATO Ministcrial Mecting 1n
Dcezmber initiated a move towards linking the four organisations
by authorising M. Spaak to make approaches to the Sccretaries-
General of SEATO, the Baghdad Pact and the OAS, and both the
Americans and ourselves thought it better to await the outcome OF
these approaches beforc starting an Anglo-~American study. The

ecretary-General of SEATO has replicd to M. Spaak conveying
SEATO's acceptance of ithe proposal to develop relations bdetween

the two organisations, and suggcsting that these relations should
be established in a simple and discrecet manncr by ineans of anh
exchange of views and information cvery two or tarec months on

the situation in the respective NATO and SEATO arcas; and Oof an

exchange of views on organisational problcins where this would be

usefule. M. Spaak has also hcecard from the Scceretary—=-Gencral of
the OAS, who agrecs to the suggestion though 1in morc guarded terms.

It was agreed in principle at the paghdad Pact Council Mecting
at Ankara in January that M. Spask's approach should be favourably
received, but the Deputlcs arc still considering the exact teris
gf the rep.ly. It is likely that the Secretary-General will be
authorisecd to suggest that mcmbecrs of their two staffs should meet
in Paris to establish personal contact and discuss Ways and mcans
of exchanging experience and information. When all the replies
arc to hand, we may wish to dlscuss the next steps with the
Americans in the Working Group.

Meanwhile normael Anglo-American contacts on this subject have
becn going onj il particular, thcre was close and satislfactory
co—operation at the successiful Manila mecting in March.

(c)

The CGroup was sc¢t up to discuss policy towards Syria before
the establishment of thc United Arab States. Lts scopc nas now
been enlarced to cover, inter alia, the Ycmen, the Lebanon and
the Sudan. The discussions have undoubtedly been useful in
arpriving at agrecd asscssments ol the situation, but, so far at
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oxample, s ¢lul in arriving 2t any plans for action. For

We and the A “i,?ﬁ“”“ﬁ}n subjects of discussion was about action
Lhe ]j”.‘,b:.l,,1(‘311"“”21 +-Cans Should ‘L':E"‘n-h:__ln cage of a coup in Jordan or
oLy ua. “L.L:u‘. American Liflltffi of Staff, alter preliminary
grounds thptbgl?ﬁﬁrdgwn our orler of a planning team on the
crisis in %1ﬁJOLNt¢LLHHMLng was unnecessary. Ag & result the
Bkt “g%%ﬂLubunon caught us with no joint plan and onec had
F Lprovised at short notice, We ghould hope that this

lll‘j f ' i - ) . : .
]Jt'l-y h..;l.\m‘ E‘:mw:l_.nca.-u those concerncd of the neced for jJoint military
JLANING In advance of a crisis.

rLLSQYuHSLOﬁ¢

(d) Algeria Working Grou

Xlwm=$he ﬂﬁoup_hnd started work With an exchange oL views oOver
-i”fullﬂ"Wth il?St the Franco-Tunisian crisis and then the French
i;%g%?cig.glgcrlu supcrvened. Whatever may be the internal

it a évelopments in France, it is clear that the French
Prolicy in Algeria and towards Tunisia and Morocco will be
redefined, and we shall have to re-examine our own policy in the
Light of thisx As soon as the French position has become
_plcaror we should ask the Working Group to study the whole

North Af'rican position as a mattcr of urgency, including the
POosslbility of some form of Western Mediterrancan grouping.

(C) & dorn of Al rice

there have been useful joint discussiofs en the Horlr of
Africa and especially Somalia. These have been concerned
largely with the economic support of Somalia when that country
becomes independent in 1960 but have also covered rclations bectween
Somalia and LEthiopia, and the increasing menace of Egypt in the
Horn., We necd more intelligeiice about Egyptian activitics and
the internal position in Somalia, and in view of the limited
resources which both we and the Auncricans are able to devote to
the arca we hope that the C.I.A. will be prepared to cxchange
information and thus cnable us both to produce a "stereoscopic"
View, There would secm some advantage in putting our discussions
onto a regular working group basis.

(f) Information Policy Working Group

The process of developing closer contacts in tine information
field, which was begun by a visit to Washington by Nr. ¥.R.H, Murray
at the end of 1957, has made good DrOgreass. There 1s a steadllw
increcasing cxchange of papcrs on various subjects with a view to
arriving at an agreced information policy and arrangements for
improved co-opcration between thc respcctive agencies_hﬁve becp
kept under review. Mr. Murray has followed up‘the'flrst meeting
of the Working Group with informal talks in Paris with |
Mr. Bcrding oi the State Department in May and the sccond nceting
of the Working Group is expccted to take place in July. ‘A nceting
to be held in Canberra at the beginning of Junc has the aim of
cstablishing /nglo=Amcrican-Australian-New “ealand co-olcration
in the information field in S.E. Asla. Certaln aspcc@s of )

American information policy in Kenya have been the subjecct oL
Ppank and helpful Anglo=-American discussion,

In the casc of Hong Kong, no difficulty wag cxpericnccd in
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EI”%ﬁtItPfthy allottod task (the production of a joint ¢stimate
A oo j””*ftﬁ to Hong Kong) and a joint paper acceptablg to us _
(fut”“*f‘4 with tho Americans in January, Progress on Stage A
\examination ol joint mcasurcs to wcct the thrcat) has, however,
dcen delayed owing to the lengthy considcration rcquired in the
P?Cpnrntlo“ oL tho bricefs for our team in Jashington. Tncse nave
now boen agrocd interdeparticntally in London and by the Defcnce
Committec, but Ministers arc looking at the matter again sincc thoy
hnvv.sonm doubt as to tho wisdom of sccking commitmcnts from the
Amoricans, at lcast on tho military sidc, as proposed, and favour
roemission of the military study to staff talks without comnaitment
tg Governments. It has bcoen suggested that the Prime Minister
might discuss this further with the Presidcnt during his

forthcoming visit to 'ashington.

(h) conomic Working Groups

(i) Jolint lbiconomic lMcasurcs

HeC Anhex C.

(ii) Longcr-term Economic FProblems

There was a round of discussions in W7ashington in February
and anothcr took rlace in Washington in May. A grecat deal of
work and persuasion lics ahcad beforc we can c¢xpect to be able tO
influence the Amcricans over these guestions, which are the mos?v
important of all if interdepcndence is to become a rcallty. The
discussions in May showed that the Americans arc now taking thesc
problcms seriously and that some progress has been made; but thcere

i8 86il)]l far to Lo

(i) Indoncsia Working Group

This group, in which thc Australians navece participatcd from
the outsct, was sct up in January, and provided a useful forum
for thc consideration of joint policy towards the dissidcnts.
Important questions involving ncw trends of policy havce, however,
beon dealt with through the diplomatic channel at a higher level.
With the collapsc of the dissident movement, the "orking Group's
chief function has lapsed. But we should aim ‘te kecp the group
in being as a mecans of in.lucncing Unitecd Statcs policy towards

Indoncsia.




