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THE CONGO

In Leopoldville telegram No. 762 Mr. Scott reviews

B ,.-: the current position and recommends that the Western

------- countries should now bring pressure to bear in order to

g " brevent Lumumba from coming out on top.

....... § 2o I think Mr. Scott's analysis is sound. The African

Rl % countries which are active in support of Lumumba are active
; for a variety of reasons, largely based on their respective

national interests. It is not clean however; what reasons
they have for thinking that they could maintain a strong
1ni’1uencé over Lumumba if he were restored to power; OnNe
consequence which could hardly be welcome 10 Ghana,- the
U.A.R. and Norocco would be the probsble return of Russian

influence.

e In making their present efforts at reconciliation

between Kasavubu and Lumumba these African cou
doubt intend that this should restore Lu m
e personalities
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whether Kasavubu would be able to keep him long in gaol;
Lumumba would have to be completely sealed off, il domestic
pressures were not to develop in his favour. The other
suggestion is that l.umumba should be sent out of the country.
[ see similar difficulties about this, and there are the
further points that he could easily become an external focus for
internal discontent, and that it would be extremely difficult,
given his allies in Africa and elsewhere, to prevent him from
getting back intc the Congo.
5e I see only two possible solutions to the problem. The
first is the simple one of ensuring Lumumba's removal from the
scene by killing him. This skould in fact solve the .problem
since, so far as we can tell, Lumumba is not a leader of a
movement within which there are potential successors of his
quality and influence. His supporters are much less dangerous
material. The other possible approach is for a constitution
to be worked out which places far more power in the hands of

é the President and in such a way that even if the President (for

| example Kacavubu) is a less formidable person that the Prime

Vinister (i.e. Lumumba) the President's powers are safeguarded

and those of the Prime Ninister limited. This constitution
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Lumumba to be removed from the s¢cene altogether, because 1
fear that as long as he is about his power to do damage can
only be slightly modified. But if it were worth pursulng
the second idea, the first step would perhaps be to sound
Mr. Hammarskj8ld and perhaps the Tunisian, Sudanese and
Ethiopian Governments at the highest level. The Tunisians
certainly and the other two probably are far from happy
about Lumumbsa and might welcome an opportunity of exerting

their influence in the opposite sense, provided they were

not seen to be working directly against Lumumba.
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september 28, 1960




