Neither the Committee nor the Workin. Groups would be responsible
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i B To be on the alert for, and to keep under review, threats

and potential threats to British interests overseas Ifron hostlile,
particularly (but not exclusively) Communist subversion (see Note
below), cspecially when these concern the interests of more than

one Depertment. The Committee would be alded 1n this by, inl%.—".ll

o b

alia, Intelligence assessments prepared in concert with the J.I.C.

;2;:. Where necessary, to suggest to the responsible Department the

need for steps to combat such threats and to assist in the
coordination of action between different Departments, ©Such steps
could extend over a wide field, including open and unattributable
information wc;rk, cultural and educational activities and technical
aid, but not including natters of major political, pilitary OoF

econonic policy with which the Comnnittee would not be concerned.,

(3\ Where necessary,to delegate to ad hoc Working Groups the

examinatlon of particular threats either in geogr_aphical areas or

special fields of activity and the recommendation of counter
measures. The teprritorial Departments concerned of the Foreign
Offices comnonwealth Relations office and Colonial Office would,

as appropriate, be brought into these groups and take the chair,

ror working out the concrete details of recomnended counter
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SECRET

i

De To ensure that adequate attention is paid to the intention,
scale, methods and effectiveness of Communist subversive
activities when annual departmental estimates for expenditure

on overseas activities are being drawn up,

N.B. "Subversion" in this context means -
"Activities other than nmajor political, economic
and military measures, intended to weaken or destroy
pro-Western or independent elements or the sources of
Western strength in any country with the object of

* gaining the support of that country for the policies of ..

Comnunist or other hostile powers and eventually

bringing it under their control."
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