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e« 1In October 1961, at the suggestion of the Foreign Office, | J‘
(stemming from a suggestion by the Committee on Intelligence g
Expenditure), a review was made of the field of operations “‘f 1] é 1
the Foreign Office Information Research Department and the ‘ .
Speeial Political element of M.I.6 with a view to stepping it
up to obtain maximum impetus behind the British Cold war effort.
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2, In January 1962 a committee entitled "The Counter Subversion
Committee" (C.S.C.) was formed, under the chairmanship of |
Mr. L.C. Glass of the Foreign Office, with representatives from “E_ ?
the Foreign Office, Colonial Office, Commonwealth Relations '
office, Ministry of Defence, Y.I.5., and N.I.6. with further o3t £
departnental representatives co-opted as required. 1 i .
3, The terms of refercnce laid down were:- "

#In the light of such priorities as are required by
departmental policies, to initiate and co-ordinate plans
ror projects in territories overseas, designed to counter
hostile propaganda, subversion, and penetration; to .
allocate the responsibility for their execution, and to h | _. _‘
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the following countrieg:~

Zanzibar, Malaysia and Indonesia, British Guiana, Libya, Malta,
Somalia, Aden, Mauritius, Kenya, Uganda, Cambodis, Xuwait and
Cyprus.
At the 8th meeting held on 29th January 1963, it was decided to
et up an Intelligence Sub-Committee, for the purpose of making
assessments from available intelligenee of the conrunist (or other)
threat to any particular country.
- S5 In June 1963, after 13 months experience, the committee found
’* that it was not able to operate on its terms of reference - it had
hardly dealt at a2ll with specifie projects. It was more suited to
discussing the need for projects. The committee belleved there
was a clear case for revising the terms of reference, to bring them
into line with the actusl sctivities of the committee, and with

what the committee could realistically do in the future. At the
same time, as a result of enguiry and recommendation by lord Strang
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in 1963, the committee was elevated on 1st January 1964 to an
official interdepartmental committee.
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6. The committee was formally reconstituted in January 1964 to
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The first meeting of the reconstituted committes was on

10th January 1964, and during the emsuing year, seven meetings have
been held,

8e

After two months operating in its new form, it clearly emerged
that the setting up of "ad hoe working groups” to deal with
Particular regions or countries became the rule. Additionally, an
improved liaison with the Joint Intelligence Committes, and the
eireulation of J,I.C. "threat" papers, provided a firm basis ror
the work of the working groups, and assisted the main committee to
decide when a working group should be established, As the working
groups multiplied, the main comnittee itsclf became less and less
concerned with the working out of ecounter—subversion plans.
Nevertheless, the Counter Subversion Committee would be unable O
meet its responsibilities to the Defence and Overseas Policy

Committee (Official), if it was inadequately informed of the work
To avert this danger,

being undertaken by its own working groupse.

two points were agreed:
(a) That the establishment of a working group, should, as &
general rule, be decided by the committee;
(b) that the working groups should submit regular progess

To date, working

the following countries, and
Aden, East Africa, Meuritius, ¥alta, Indonesia/Malaysia,

1ibya, British Guiana, and the Persian Gulf.
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on 5th October, 1964, 8 special department, being an amalgam
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10. The Head of the Joint Malaysia/Indonesia Departiment was
asked whether his department would take over the responsibllity

of the Counter Subversion Committee working group on Indonesian/
Malaysien Confrontation. The Head of the Joint Malaysia/Indonesia
Department advised that he would be better able to answer this
question at a later date, after his new department had been in

operation for a few weeks.

In June 1962 the counter subversion value of Services
Community Rglatium activities and the nsed for supporting funds
was recognised by the Counter Subversion Committee. The three
Service departments were reguested to take financial resporsibility
for these programmes, From a beginning in 1960 in the Far East
with Operation CONCORD, Services' community relations programmnes
have now been extended to Aden, Cyprus, Germany, East Africa,
British Guiana, Malta, NMauritius and Libya. From a financial
expenditure in 1960 of £9,000, expenditure has imcrcased 10 a
total of £55,000 in ths financial year 19611/65.

-y . . ; . . -} L = i - * gy .
A 4 ‘.1# L..#‘_jn;_" gl & F W aa s ' S Sy .J ; _* Bdhs - . ‘

BES Y
,-i-..‘l. - Y

In March 1964, the Ministry of Defence suggested to the

Counter Subversion Committee, through the Chiefs of Staff Committee,

that the former committee should be supported by, and best be
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summary

The results achieved by the Counter Subversion Committee in
SPonsoring world-wide measures to counter communist and other
subversion are difficult to measure in positive terms. Its main
advantage lies in the co-ordination of effort of, and pooling
Suggestions made by all Government departments involved in
Promoting and directing counter subversion activities, to ensure
maximum effeet, in those areas overseas vital to British interests.
During the period under review, and as a direct result of the
activities and recommendations made by the Counter Subversion
Committee, disbursements have been made to deserving countries
(notably Aden and ¥alaysia) requiring emergency aid, in their
efforts to counter subversion from within and without, Technieal,
training, asdvisory and other material assistance has been given to
Commonwealth and other countries, for a variety of purposes.

Some delays have occurred generally due to lack of definition of

H.M.0.'8 policye.

in the coperation of community relations programmes, including the

"Hearts and Hinds" campaign, in those areas of the world where
British bases or garrisons exist.

Some of the Working Groups have not been in existence for a
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The Services for their part, have made a valuable contribution




